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June 27. 2023
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/101542159983749
Website: https://www.nspeidiocese.ca/ministries/diocesan-environment-network
Email: endionspei@gmail.com
Our Mission: “To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth”.
[image: F:\0.DEN Enews\Praying with the DEN community.jpg]DEN offers you the opportunity with others to pray for Creation. The time has changed and is now Monday Evenings at 7 pm on zoom. Please email us for the link. We hope to have you join us.
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Season of Creation 2023 has been launched: https://seasonofcreation.org/2023/03/03/we-are-launching-season-of-creation-2023-let-justice-and-peace-flow/
Celebration Guide :  https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SuaxcpQXN5rlDvZFPawoCbMCTyJ7gFmW/view
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  June 28th Day of Action  - Communities across Canada are rising up to demand an immediate end to fossil fuel subsidies and a just transition to 100% renewable energy. Events are being held in Antigonish and Wolfville. For details: https://350.org/canada-burning/?akid=260845.4738626.LQrFUK&rd=1&t=6&utm_medium=email&utm_source=actionkit
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Are you planting in your church gardens? Developing a new landscape or community garden? A pollinator garden? We would love to hear about it. Pictures and a short description would be great.
Did you know it’s not too late to plant carrots, beets, potatoes or zucchini? Autumn is always kind to us here so a late season harvest is very possible. Just in time for Thanksgiving. Have any tips you want to pass along? Let us know. 
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High Seas Treaty Last week, global delegates met at the United Nations, and formally adopted the High Seas Treaty – the landmark agreement providing the world's first legal framework to protect the high seas. This is a major milestone in a nearly two decade effort to safeguard the high seas, which make up 70% of the ocean and cover nearly half the planet. With its adoption, the treaty is now open to be signed and ratified. Sixty countries will need to ratify the treaty for it to become international law. Once it comes into force, the treaty will integrate environmental impact assessments for human activities, enforce equitable sharing of benefits from marine genetic resources and scientific research, support countries in implementing the agreement, and provide a roadmap to creating marine protected areas in these waters – which is crucial to achieving the global goal of protecting 30% of the ocean by 2030.

HD Hyundai Construction Equipment has pledged to prevent the use of its heavy machinery in illegal mining in the Amazon. The announcement only came after Greenpeace Brazil and Greenpeace East Asia released a report exposing the use of the company’s machinery in illegal mining in Indigenous lands. This is a huge victory for the Indigenous people in the Amazon, who have been pushing to keep the devastation of illegal mining out of their territories for decades.And it wouldn’t have been possible without Greenpeace supporters speaking out on social media and signing Greenpeace’s petition to pressure the manufacturer.

Oil Sands Pollution -  At the end of April, Canada’s Competition Bureau announced it would launch an official inquiry into the marketing practices of Pathways Alliance, a consortium of the six largest oil sands companies in Canada. The Bureau was responding to a greenwashing complaint from Greenpeace Canada, the Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment (CAPE), Environmental Defence, and a concerned student from Guelph University. Pathway Alliance’s widespread “Let’s Clear the Air” ad campaign claims the alliance’s “net-zero plan is in motion” even though that plan fails to account for more than 80% of the members’ emissions. Pathways’ members operate about 95% of Canada’s oil sands production. Last year, they broke their record for oil production, set in 2021, and are projected to surpass it again this year. If the inquiry finds that the ads are false and misleading, Greenpeace and the other applicants have requested that any financial penalty be used to clean up oil sands pollution.
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FROM THE ECOLOGY ACTION CENTER - In Our Power is a series of stories produced by the Ecology Action Centre of ordinary people and diverse communities in Atlantic Canada working to create a just transition to a green economy.  
https://ecologyaction.ca/our-work/energy-climate/our-power?utm_source=civicrm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=culture_of_efficiency

 Also check out their Ecology & Action Magazine:
https://ecologyaction.ca/resources-media/ecology-action-magazine


Thank you to The EAC for alerting us to this wonderful children’s book: https://www.annickpress.com/Books/W/Walking-Together
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petition: Corporations Are Choking Us With More Plastic Than Ever Before (thepetitionsite.com)
Humans are creating more single-use plastic products than at any point in history. Recycling capabilities are nowhere near matching the waste we produce. In just a few years, plastic will outnumber the fish in our oceans. Plastic comes from fossil fuel-based petrochemicals, directly linking it to pollution and climate change. Around 20 corporations are responsible for creating most of the world's new single-use plastic products. At the top of the list is the giant U.S. oil company Exxon Mobil, followed by the Chinese oil company Sinopec. In the course of making petrochemical-based plastics, these 20 corporations emitted a whopping 450 million metric tons of greenhouse gasses! We need stricter bans across the globe, as well as legal enforcement to keep dirty energy companies from polluting our planet even further. Add your name to tell world leaders that Earth, and the life living and depending on it, is done with plastic. 
petition: Canada's Wildfires Are Destroying Homes, Burning Wildlife Habitat, and Making U.S. Air Toxic (thepetitionsite.com)
It is becoming clear that this will be Canada's worst wildfire season in history. Hundreds of fires are burning in our country, many of them out of control. They leave behind devastating damage for humans, forests, and animals. The future of our forests is at stake. The toxic air has reached countless cities and communities, and the world’s health and many animal species are put at risk. We need leaders to stand up to the oil and gas industry and end fossil fuel subsidies. Ending corporate welfare to toxic polluting industries is a way to help prevent fires like this from happening. Send a message to our government saying stop fossil fuel subsidies now! 
Tell EU Leaders to Stop the Shark Fin Trade in Europe (only.one)
Help urge decision makers in Europe to stop the trade of shark fins. This has been the leading cause of shark overfishing for decades. In the last 50 years, Shark populations have declined by an alarming 70% in the High Seas. The EU is the single largest supplier of shark fins to the Asian fin markets, contributing 45% of the total fins in the global trade. There is a current movement asking the European Union to take action against the trade of shark fins. The first decision deadline is July 11th. This is a chance to end the EU’s enablement and to better protect the ocean’s biodiversity. 
Stop the Leadville Mill (eko.org) 
Barrick Gold, Imperial Oil, and now CJK and Union Milling. These are four companies making money by going into small communities to extract minerals or oil, but using processes that result in massive amounts of toxic waste water. Residents in the small town of Leadville in Colorado are asking for help as they fight against a permit to reopen and expand the old Leadville Mill. In the 1980s, this mill and the mines and smelters turned the nearby river red because of all the heavy metal contamination. It has taken decades of hard work and intense clean-up efforts to build back a healthy river today. This town is now an eco-tourism destination, but a corporate scheme is threatening everything that nature and the town has fought to recover. The milling process on the table would release toxic dust into the air, use nearly 10 million gallons of fresh water a year, and risk contaminating the Arkansas River and local families’ wells with cyanide. Let’s stand together and support communities who are pushing back and trying to save their environment.
Email Citi Board Chair: Stop Financing Fossil Fuels! - Stop the Money Pipeline
Citibank is the world’s second largest funder of fossil fuels. They keep funneling money into the oil, gas, and coal industries, regardless of the devastating impact to communities and the planet. The board of directors is responsible for setting the strategic direction of the company. This petition is for John Dugan, the chair of Citi’s board. $333 billion from Citibank has gone to financing fossil fuels since the Paris Climate Accord was adopted in late 2015. Imagine if that investment had been made in renewable sources and solutions. Instead, Citibank is the largest funder of coal in the US. Sign your name to say real change is needed, and banks like Citi must stop financing fossil fuels. 
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	[bookmark: _Hlk133088169]Affordable Housing
So many people with more knowledge than I are working on ideas to solve the housing problems.
My research has given me lots of ideas. A few stand out as useful.
One is like a prefab building. Units can be built elsewhere, trucked in, and a crane put the units in place to form an apartment building. Plumbers and electricians hook up from a main frame and in half the time an entire apartment unit is built.
Passive homes work to retain heat in winter and keep cool in summer so perhaps heat pumps that use electricity to heat or cool the building is perfect. These passive buildings have a 10-inch wrap on the outer walls. Tenants have extremely low electric bills making their rent and bills reasonable on social assistance.
Another way is far from new. They call them Garden Apartments. They are that apartment above the garage, a small cabin, or what my family called a Granny or Oma House nearby. Toronto never allowed them to be built until recently. Although often used for extended family, they could be rented and help pay the mortgage.
I like the idea of a tiny house village. Instead of a street that holds maybe a dozen regular houses on each side, tiny homes, and yards could fit two dozen with more reasonable costs for both house and yards.
One of the advantages of age is that you remember what was done before. As a child born shortly after World War 2 when there was a population increase and the need for homes for all the new families. They built prefabs in Dartmouth. My aunt had one. I remember how Mom and Dad thought it terrible that she had a mortgage as few did then. It was going to take 20 years for her to pay for her house, how terrible!
No matter what the solution, the answer is more homes. We needed the population increase, especially younger people. Now we need homes, a place to go in, close the door behind us, and be comfortable. I look forward to the solutions.
https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/green-affordable-housing-1.6876487
https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/what-on-earth-garden-suites-housing-climate-1.6490955
https://www.corporateknights.com/category-buildings/six-ways-to-end-canadas-affordable-housing-crisis/

Yard Work Finally, the ground has warmed here on the South Shore of Nova Scotia. Most of the seeds that were planted are up and thriving.
Why is it that the “leak-free” hose nozzles need extra washers before they stop soaking you?
Did you know that the water from your dehumidifier can water your gardens beautifully? I keep thinking of fog fences and tarp dew collectors that I forget I drain off a gallon of water from the basement most days in the summer. Why not use it?
My neighbour was cleaning her basement and throwing away 3 gallons of yellow paint as she is changing her house colour. As much as I like a white shed, three sides of the back small barn will look just as good in yellow. With the price of paint, it is getting hard to keep the sheds tidy. Does your landfill have a place where you can pick up paint being dropped off by others?
As the same neighbour remodels, I keep dragging things home. A solid oak counter will finish my kitchen island. I needed a new pallet to stand my chest freezer on. Two pallets sit in a shed now, but I can find uses for them. Anything in wood under four feet is thrown away and I bring it home for all my small projects. Those pieces of the one-by-three board will work to make a new shed window frame.
Instead of heading to the store, see what your friends and neighbours don’t need anymore. Is there a web page for free giveaways in your area? We have a place for Lunenburg County  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/276101292444320/


Something to Eat
These are the best snack or meal. We use leftovers for breakfast with boiled eggs. So easy and SO good!
Baked Ham and Cheese Sliders
1 pack of mini buns or sliders. 
1 pack of ham
1 pack of Swiss cheese slices or slice a block thinly
¾ cup butter or margarine
1 ½ Dijon mustard
1 ½ Worcestershire Sauce
1 tbsp dried minced onion 
1 ½ tbsp poppy seeds (or sesame seeds)
Melt butter, add mustard and Worcestershire sauce
In a second bowl mix onion and seed
Set both aside.
Grease a 10 x 13 cake pan. Cut buns in half and arrange the bottoms in the pan (you can use a second pack of rolls but one pack made plenty for us
Add a layer of ham slices, then a layer of Swiss cheese slices, and then the ham and the cheese a second time.
Place the tops of the rolls over the mixture.
Drizzle the buns with the butter mixture. Shake the onion and seeds on top.
Bake at 350 for 20-25 minutes.
This is the best dish I have come across yet. I add salads and it becomes supper. As you can see, we ate more than we should have. We are adding boiled eggs and heating the buns for breakfast tomorrow.
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We Hold the Earth
We hold brothers and sisters who suffer from storms and droughts intensified by climate change.
We hold all species that suffer.
We hold world leaders delegated to make decisions for life.
We pray that the web of life may be mended through courageous actions to limit carbon emissions.
We pray for right actions for adaptation and mitigation to help our already suffering earth community.
We pray that love and wisdom might inspire my actions and our actions as communities. . .
so that we may, with integrity, look into the eyes of brothers and sisters and all beings and truthfully
say, we are doing our part to care for them and the future of the children.
May love transform us and our world with new steps toward life
https://interfaithpowerandlight.org/faithclimateactionweek/prayers-and-climate-blessings/
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