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“To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth”.
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“Today, we too must realise that our current efforts to devise effective policies to save our planet will fail, unless our priorities are right and our knowledge, our government and our spirituality are all firmly grounded in nature.” Karen Armstrong, Sacred Nature: Restoring our Ancient Bond with the Natural World
Editor’s note: This quote was added to the enews before the following arrived in my inbox.
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Left to right: 
Anna Labarias, Brenna Walsh, Mo. Marian Lucas-Jefferies (stepping in for Anne Marie Dalton), Joanna Bull, MP Andy Fillmore
	

Last week, the Climate Action Alliance met with MP Andy Fillmore to discuss Canada’s climate legacy; more specifically the emission cap legislation being drafted. It is critical this legislation reflects realistic climate action aligned with science with everyone doing their fare share including oil and gas industries. These industries are the largest source of emissions in Canada. The meeting asked for all oil and gas activities and facilities in Canada, including pipelines, refineries and liquefied natural gas (LNG) export facilities, to be covered by the cap. No loopholes. Policy design also needs to integrate equity and environmental justice.
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2023 Year of the Tree – please see this link for the calendar of daily practices. 
https://www.greenanglicans.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/lent-calendars-2023-final.pdf
For daily posts go to the Facebook page for the Communion Forest:
https://www.facebook.com/communionforest
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Join the campaign from February 22 to April 6 by making a pledge to reduce your carbon footprint, committing to learn about biodiversity, engage in acts of solidarity with Indigenous communities, and calling for increased federal action on climate change.

Give it up for the Earth! 2023 includes three action items - Read More. 
Access resources
Biodiversity Webinar, March 23
Sign the Open Letter.
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Guatemala: Stop the palm oil industry’s violence against the Maya! - Rainforest Rescue (rainforest-rescue.org)
For 1000s of years, Indigenous Mayan communities in Guatemala have watched over rainforests and the incredible nature in areas such as Lake Izabal. Today, this region faces serious conflicts over ancestral rights and the treatment of the environment. Palm oil company NaturAceites has been buying up huge parcels of land and polluting the fragile ecosystem of the lake with their wastewater. NaturAceites supplies multinational companies such as Nestlé and Unilever. On the other side of the lake, the Swiss Solway Investment Group operates the largest nickel mine and smelter in Central America, polluting water, land, and air. The freshwater sea-manatee is one of many creatures that live and rely on Lake Izabal, but they can’t survive this environmental harm. The companies continue to profit and refuse to change. The local people who see what is happening and are treated as threats, with tactics used to silence and scare them. More than 90 families have been made homeless, arrest warrants with rewards have been fabricated, women and children have been assaulted, tear gas grenades are being thrown, and at least one person has been shot. Please add your name to this petition. Dirty palm oil is not the way to go and the Guatemalan government and the companies involved need to stop the violence, respect nature, and respect the rights of the Maya Q’eqchi communities.
Jesse’s Editorial note: This petition is near and dear to “my heart, I've been to this area and so sad to discover this is happening to it and the people. One thing this petition had as well was information on how to avoid dirty palm oil.”
 DFO: Shut down pipeline work in the Clore River - Dogwood (dogwoodbc.ca)
The Clore River is located in BC. It is a large tributary of the Skeena River and an important habitat for salmon and steelhead trout. The Coastal GasLink pipeline is being built by TC Energy and there has been a history of noncompliance when it comes to controlling sediment from worksites. Sediment pollution poses a serious risk to salmon and steelhead eggs, effectively smothering them. This is why it is a federal offence to release sediment in salmon spawning habitat. Recently, Coastal GasLink did just that, when their dams failed and dumped mud into salmon and steelhead spawning habitat. They have also been seen multiple times running heavy machinery in the river with no sediment barrier. Despite several fines from provincial regulators, the company continues to damage salmon habitat in Wet’suwet’en territory and with no meaningful consequences. This petition is going to our DFO Minister, asking that work be shut down at water crossings and that this company actually be held accountable for their ongoing violations of the Fisheries Act.
 Take Action, Sign a Petition | The Animal Rescue Site, a GreaterGood project
The Andean cat is one of the rarest and least-known cats in our world. It is estimated that only 1,400 of these cats are left. They are being driven towards extinction by environmental destruction, habitat loss and fragmentation caused by extensive mining and fracking. For the last 10 years, Patagonia and some of the most vulnerable and biodiverse regions of the South Andes have been bound by a fracking agreement between Argentina, Chevron, and Argentine YPF oil company. This agreement allows for the Vaca Muerta shale reserve to be exploited for crude oil. This means all of the life in the region faces great threats, and especially endemic and vulnerable populations like the Andean cat. The governments of Peru, Bolivia, Chile, and Argentina can place stronger regulations on mining and agricultural activity in Andean cat habitat. Sign your name and let’s help save the Andean cat from extinction!
 
 Take Action on Environmental Racism! - Nature Canada
Indigenous, Black, and other racialized communities too often bear the brunt of environmental hazards and lack equal access to nature’s benefits. This can be seen from boil water advisories to chemical pollution. Our government, and all political parties in Canada, can acknowledge and take meaningful steps to redress the harms of environmental racism. This petition is asking that Bill C-226 be supported. This bill would require an examination of the links between race, socio-economic status, and environmental risk. Information would be collected on environmental hazards, environmental laws would be assessed in each province, and federal policy would improve to better protect affected communities. Passing Bill C-226 will require the Minister of Environment and Climate Change to develop a strategy on environmental racism, and to regularly report on what is being done. 
 Take Action: Stop the Coyote Killing Contest in Ontario! | Animal Justice
Coyotes are commonly known as North America’s song dog, and they are a vital part of ecosystems throughout Canada. They are highly intelligent and care for their families in organized social structures. It is illegal in Ontario to hunt for gain or bounty.  Despite this, the Ontario government allows an outdoor shop to host an annual coyote hunting contest throughout the month of February. There are cash prizes and the more coyotes someone kills, the greater their chances of winning. This contest also poses a risk to Algonquin wolves—a threatened species of wolf who are nearly identical in appearance to coyotes. Animal Justice, Coyote Watch Canada, and The Fur-Bearers are suing the province and asking that the courts ensure the government respects the law. This petition is calling on our Natural Resources Minister to take action against illegal hunting contests. 
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“Allowing the Cabot Group to lease part of this designated provincial park to develop a private golf course would destroy the park's sensitive ecosystems. Furthermore, it would set a terrible province-wide precedent that parks are only "protected" until the right developer comes along. 

The West Mabou Beach Committee and the Ecology Action Centre have teamed up to develop a website, which will feature "Friends of the Park"—groups across the province who are opposed to developing (destroying) this provincial park for private profit.”
https://ecologyaction.ca/save-west-mabou-beach-park

Please see other links for more information and petitions:
https://www.birdscanada.org/wmb\
https://www.change.org/p/protect-west-mabou-beach
https://porthawkesburyreporter.com/petition-opposing-golf-course-in-west-mabou-beach-provincial-park-grows-to-over-16000/
https://saveowlshead.org/save-west-mabou-beach-provincial-park/
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United in Your Love
[bookmark: in_our_family]Almighty God, who are mother and father to us all,
Look upon your planet Earth divided. 
Help us to know that we are all your children, 
That all nations belong to one great family, 
And that all of our religions lead to you.
Multiply our prayers in every land 
Until the whole Earth becomes your congregation, 
United in your love. 
Sustain our vision of a peaceful future
And give us strength to work unceasingly 
To make that vision real.
- Helen Weaver
https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/unity-prayers
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Take action to reduce emissions,
build solidarity with Indigenous Peoples, and
call for federal action to achieve climate justice.

February 22 - April 6, 2023
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