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Advent 2             December 4,2022            
The Greening of the Church
Processional Hymn
Come though long expected Jesus 2 veerses (2 verses)   Verse 1 & 4
Lighting of Advent Wreath The 2nd Sunday of Advent: Peace 

A candle is burning (Away in a Manger)
A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright;
A candle of Hope in December’s dark night.
While angels sing blessings from heav’n’s starry sky
Our hearts we prepare now, for Jesus is nigh.

A candle is burning, a candle of Peace;
A candle to signal that conflict must cease.
For Jesus is coming to show us the way;
A message of Peace humbly laid in the hay.

Last Sunday we lit the first candle in our Advent Wreath, the candle of hope.  We light it again as we remember that Christ, who was born in Bethlehem, will come again to fulfil all of God's promises to us.  (a person lights the candle of hope)

The second candle of Advent is the Candle of Peace. Peace is a word that we hear a lot.  It is one of the things that we hope for.  Christ brought peace when he first came to us and he will bring everlasting peace when he comes again.

The prophet Isaiah called Christ "the Prince of Peace". When Jesus came he taught people the importance of being peace makers. He said that those who make peace shall be called the children of God.

We light the candle of peace to remind us that Jesus is the Prince of Peace and that through him peace is found. (a person lights the candle of peace)

Peace is like a light shining in a dark place.  As we look at this candle we celebrate the peace we find in Jesus Christ.

Let us pray: Thank you God for the peace you give us. We ask that as we wait for all your promises to come true, and for Christ to come again, that you would remain present with us.  Help us today, and everyday to worship you, to hear your word, and to do your will by sharing your peace with each other.  We ask it in the name of the one who was born in Bethlehem.  Amen.

Gathering of the Community

Leader: How shall we prepare this house for the birth of Jesus?
All: With branches of cedar, the tree of excellence and strength. 


Leader: How shall we prepare this house for the eternal Christ?
All: With garlands of pine and fir, whose leaves are ever living, evergreen.


Leader: How shall we prepare this house for the prophet of Galilee?
All: With wreaths of holly and ivy, telling of his passion, death and resurrection.


Leader: How shall we prepare our hearts for this revelation of God? 
All: By hearing again the words of the prophets and the promises of God.


Leader: For in the story of Jesus we see revealed the transforming power of God
All: We are reminded anew of God’s vision of wholeness, justice, and peace for all of creation.  Thanks be to God. 

Lay minister: 

As we decorate the church, not only will we explain the history of the symbols of these special seasons, but we will dedicate these symbols―and ourselves―to the service of God. 
As we make ready for the birth of the child by preparing this church, we make ourselves as a faith community ready. We are mindful that, although it is not Christmas yet, it will be here soon, very soon.

All : Bring branches of cedar and holly, bring evergreens and a pine tree, hang wreaths and garlands. Make the church fragrant with the smell of living things and our holy play. 
In acts of hanging greens and listening to the words of prophets and seers let us make our hearts and this space a place of inward and outward preparation for the One who comes to give us second birth.

Collect:
Gracious God, we pray that as we end the four-week journey of Advent, a journey of expectation and hope, we may be pleasing to You. May all we do and say as we enter the Christmas season, every tribute of our hearts, bring honor to Your name, that we, Your people, feel Your presence among us. Amen. 

Hymn:  Angels, From The Realms of Glory(Verse 1&2) Red # 408
Child: What shall we bring into God’s house?
The Evergreens - Reader:
The most striking and the most universal feature of Christmas is the use of evergreens in churches and homes.  In Isaiah 60:13 we find these words: "The Glory of Lebanon shall come unto you, the fir tree, the pine tree and the box together, to beautify the place of your sanctuary."

Holly and ivy, along with pine, and fir are called evergreens because they never change color. They are ever - green, ever - alive, even in the midst of winter. They symbolize the unchanging nature of our God, and they remind us of the everlasting life that is ours through Christ Jesus.

Among ancient Romans evergreens were an emblem of peace, joy, and victory. 
The early Christians placed them in their windows to indicate that Christ had entered the home. 

Holly was considered a symbol of Mary whose being glows with the Holy Spirit. The red berries represented the blood drops from the cruel thorns in the crown of Jesus.

In ancient times the cedar tree was revered as the tree of excellence and endurance. It also signified immortality and was used for purification, a sign of Christ and of the kind of power he wielded: not the power of might, but the power of transformation. 

Green represents renewal, new life, freshness, and rebirth.

Because the needles of the pine and fir trees appear not to die each season, the ancients saw them as signs of things that last forever. Isaiah tells us that there will be no end to the reign of the Messiah. Therefore, we hang this wreath of evergreens shaped in a circle, which in itself has no end, to signify that the kingdom of God, to which Christ so eloquently testified, is also without end, and is realized wherever truth, justice, and peace prevail. [Hang wreaths.]

Blessing of the Garland 

Because the needles of pine and fir appear not to die each season, the ancients saw them as signs of things that last forever. 

We hang these evergreens to signify the everlasting reign of Christ, and we ask God’s blessing on them and on ourselves. 

The Christmas Tree Reader:

Despite being associated with a Christian festival, many have made the claim that the tradition's origins are pre-Christian, originating in ancient Germanic history. Germanic tribes lighted trees (Tannenbaum) and celebrated the fest of light (Lichtfest) around the shortest day of the year, December 21. The Christmas tree is dated to 16th century Germany, and it was popularised across the Western world in the 18th and 19th centuries.

Today, the Christmas tree is one of the most popular traditions associated with the celebration of Christmas. It is normally an evergreen coniferous tree that is brought into a home or used in the open, and is decorated with Christmas lights and colorful ornaments during the days around Christmas. An angel or star is often placed at the top of the tree, representing the host of angels or the Star of Bethlehem from the Nativity story.

Today, the Christmas tree is the center of our festivities. Glittering with lights and ornaments, it is a part of the beauty and meaning of Christmas. 

Chrismons The name "Chrismon" is derived from combining two words: CHRISt + MONogram and symbolize the symbols in scripture concerning Jesus, the Christ. Modern Chrismons were introduced in 1957 at the Ascension Lutheran Church in Danville, Virginia by Frances Spencer who decorated the tree in her church with Chrismons. Since then, this practice has become a world-wide tradition. Only combinations of white and gold are used to create Chrismons. White symbolizes the purity, and perfection of Jesus Christ, and gold [image: image2.jpg]


symbolizes the glory and majesty of the Son of God. 


The “chi rho”  is a monogram of the first two letters of the [image: image3.jpg]



Greek word for Christ. 

 

 The descending dove is a symbol of purity, signifying the presence of the Holy Spirit at Jesus' baptism.
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The lamb is a Scripture symbol for Jesus. John the Baptist said, "Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of [image: image5.jpg]


the world" (John 1:29). 
The shell is a symbol of Jesus' baptism.    
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The cross with an orb (circle) symbolizes Christ's sovereignty [image: image7.jpg]


over the world.
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The crown symbolizes Christ as Lord and King.
The shepherd's staff symbolizes Jesus, 
who said "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep" 

(John 10:11).
The fish was a secret sign used by early Christians who were persecuted for their faith. To show that they were believers in Jesus, they drew a fish. The first letters of the Greek words for "Jesus Christ, God's Son, [image: image9.jpg]


Savior" spell the Greek word for fish.  
Blessing of the Christmas Tree 

Loving God, we come with joy to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, whose path of justice and inclusivity lights a path for all who follow him. May this tree, arrayed in splendor, remind us of the life-giving cross of Christ, that we may always rejoice in the new life that shines in our hearts. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

The Christmas Poinsettia  Reader: 
Most Christmas greenery reflects European traditions. But one colorful plant, which looks like a flaming star, the poinsettia, is a native to the North American continent. The people of Mexico and Central America call the brilliant tropical plant the "Flower of the Holy Night." The Poinsettia is a many-pointed star that has become a symbol of the Star of Bethlehem.

In Mexico, the story goes like this: The Bethlehem star shone over the manger where Jesus was born. Its light so bright the earth responded, reflecting that star light, receiving that star light, mirroring that star light with a beautiful flower. Star shaped, radiant shaped, pure white petals, golden star centers. In Mexican lore, it was always the Flower of the Holy Night. It grew on earth as a creation to glorify and commemorate that Holy Night "For the stars shout forth the glory of God." Then came the tragic day when Jesus dies on the cross and the blossoms changed. Pure white petals remembered the sacrifice of the Christ born when the star was over Bethlehem. Flower of the Holy Night, star shaped, radiant shaped, blood red petals, star flowers for the Holy Night. Now, everywhere, on cards and on trees, in churches and in our homes, the poinsettia takes its place; reminding us of a Holy Night, pointing to a Good Friday.  

The legend of the poinsettia: A girl named Maria and her little brother Pablo were very poor but always looked forward to the Christmas festival. Each year a large manger scene was set up in the village church, and the days before Christmas were filled with parades and parties. The two children loved Christmas but were always saddened because they had no money to buy presents. They especially wished that they could give something to the church for the Baby Jesus. But they had nothing. 

One Christmas Eve, Maria and Pablo set out for church to attend the service. On their way they picked some weeds growing along the roadside and decided to take them as their gift to the Baby Jesus in the manger scene. Of course other children teased them when they arrived with their gift, but they said nothing for they knew they had given what they could. Maria and Pablo began placing the green plants around the manger and miraculously, the green top leaves turned into bright red petals, and soon the manger was surrounded by beautiful star-like flowers and so we see them today.

Blessing of the Poinsettias 
Because these plants turn bright and lively in the cold, short days of winter, North Americans see in them echoes of a Christmas miracle. 

We place these blooming plants to remind ourselves that Christ brings life to a suffering world, and we ask God’s blessing on them and on ourselves. 

The Advent Wreath Reader: 
The lighting of candles has been a part of religious worship for centuries. The Hebrews burned candles for eight days as part of their Feast of Lights. Light has been used by many religious groups to symbolize truth, while the darkness of night has been the universal symbol for evil.

The tradition of the Advent wreath is traced back to an old Scandinavian custom that celebrated the coming of light after a season of darkness. In that day, candles were place on the edge of a horizontal wheel. As the wheel was spun around, the lighted candles would blend into a continuous circle of light. Today we use a circle of evergreen to remind us of the continuous power of God, which knows no beginning nor ending.

There is also symbolism in the colors of the candles. The three blue [purple] candles symbolize the coming of Christ from the royal line of David. He is coming as the King of Kings as well as the Prince of Peace. The pink [rose] candle is to be lighted on the third [fourth] Sunday of the Advent season. This candle represents joy. The large white candle in the center is known as the Christ candle, and points to Jesus as the Christ, the Light of the world.

Since Jesus was called “the light of the world” in the New Testament, the lighting of candles has become an important part of our Christian worship. 

Some early Christian leaders stated that the wax of altar candles represented the body of Christ, while the wick symbolized his soul, and the flame portrayed his divine nature. 

When Joseph and Mary presented Jesus in the temple, Simeon referred to the Christ child as “a light to lighten the Gentiles.” From this statement, church leaders have used candles to symbolize the light of Christ shining throughout a broken world.

The Advent wreath began with pre-Christian German people who, during the cold December darkness, gathered wreaths of evergreen and lighted fires as signs of hope in a coming spring and renewed light. By the sixteenth century, Christians throughout Germany used the wreath to celebrate their Advent hope in Christ, the everlasting light. We hang the wreaths to remind us of the everlasting presence of God in our lives. We place the Advent wreath in hopeful anticipation of the celebration of the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

All: These candles symbolize God, Emmanuel, God with us, whose transforming power heals the world of sin and evil, war and strife, stress and turmoil, suffering and despair. Jesus embodies hope and help for those held captive by oppression. His ministry guides us to personal peace and joy through the illumination of his message of the love of God.

Blessing of the Wreath 
Because this wreath forms a never-ending circle of ever-green branches, it shows us the earthly shadows of life without end. 

We place this wreath so that we can prepare ourselves to accept Christ’s invitation to light and life and love. We ask God’s blessing on it and on ourselves. 

May all these preparations of the holy space of worship reflect the holy splendor of Christ, who is Lord, for ever and ever. Amen
The Nativity Reader: 
The first recorded use of the Christmas crèche goes back many centuries to 1223 in Italy when St. Francis of Assisi used a life-size nativity to explain the birth of Jesus to non-believers. Today we display the nativity to remind us of the beautiful story of Christ’s birth, to remind us that Christ came for all: the humble shepherds and the wise kings.

One of the most heart-warming expressions of Christmas is the Nativity. The Nativity speaks of the mystery of God's wisdom. Why God chose to send God’s son into our world as a baby of humble birth, born in common surroundings, we do not know. What we do know is that God reached out to all people including the poor and wealthy, the simple and the wise, the powerless and the powerful. Whenever we see a Nativity we find ourselves with Mary and Joseph; with the Shepherds, and with the Wise Men; bowing before the manger, overwhelmed by God's expression of love in coming to us. All who found Jesus in the manger knelt in humility before him. Today we display a Nativity in our church.
The Gifts of Christmas 
From the beginning of Christmas celebrations, gift giving has been a part of the season. The Wise Men gave out of their treasures, and the Shepherds gave of themselves. Both express the Gift of God in giving Christ as the Savior of the World.

Gift giving has continued since the gifts of the Magi to Jesus. We have spread the custom of giving gifts to our family and friends to show our love for them and their importance to us. We give our tithes to build up the storehouse for the poor and those less fortunate than us. We hold food drives to restock shelves. We prepare food baskets. We take this time to return a portion of the Lord’s bounty.

The greatest Gift of Christmas is the Gift of God in Christ Jesus. All that we do at this Holy Season points to that expression of Holy Love. Christ came as a babe in Bethlehem, God's gift at Christmas. As Christians we seek to pass on our heritage to our children and to those who, by faith in Christ, become part of the Family of God. It is through the work of the Holy Spirit in your life and mine that the Gift goes on.

Concluding Prayer: 
Gracious God, the whole world rejoices at the coming of Your Son. Everywhere around us we see signs of His coming. As we gather this morning, as Your family, draw us closer to You; fill our hearts with anticipation and longing for Your Son's return, and make His Spirit very present in our hearts this day. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen

The Blessing 
Recessional Hymn: Angels, From The Realms of Glory (Verse 3, 4 & 5)  Red # 408
