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Email: endionspei@gmail.com  Website: nspeidiocese.ca/den
Facebook: Environment Network Diocese of NS & PEI

 

	             Join the Communion Forests movement and send us your photos.
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RENEWING THE LIFE OF THE EARTH
ACROSS THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION





What is it? A legacy of the 2022 Lambeth Conference with the aim to increase Anglican tree growing and landscape protection around the world and deepen care for creation within the life of the church. This is a global act of hope with a wide range of creation care activities depending on local needs and expressions. Churches might choose to take up a project that involves: 

 Protection – advocating and taking action to stop deforestation or prevent the destruction of other habitats.  

Restoration – restoring a piece of waste land or other degraded environment.   

Creation – starting a forest initiative on church land or support a project in the wider community. 

Growing – protection and restoration should be considered ahead of establishing something new. Where something new is set up, the emphasis should be on growing, not just planting. It is about growing the right kind of tree in the right place. 

Multiplying – helping others get involved. Churches or diocese can be a ‘multiplier’ by setting up a tree or plant nursery to enable wider participation in afforestation. 
For more information and to register for newsletters https://www.communionforest.org/
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Five transformational aspirations have emerged from the work of the Strategic Planning Working Group to direct and inform the future mission of the church. This working group was really excited about DEN and interviewed Mo. Marian Lucas-Jefferies and the Enews editor.

DEN is the first video of 5 videos which will be presented at General Synod in 2023.

Stewards and renews God’s creation: protects and sustains the earth; pursues justice for all

Here is the link to the video:

https://changingchurch.anglican.ca/
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Praying with the DEN Community continues each Friday 9:00 am on Zoom. To obtain the link, please email endionspei@gmail.com    The prayers are led by DEN members who are deeply committed to praying for God's creation and for sharing interests and initiatives and information.  Individual members take turns leading the prayers which are followed by a time of discussion, conversation and sharing.  All are welcome to participate. Thanks to The Church of St Andrew for hosting.
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In-FUEL-enza: The Climate Emergency and Actions for Healing
 
TODAY - Tuesday, October 25 
Please join us for an evening of reflection on climate justice on October 25th at 7:00 PM Eastern time. A video presentation prepared by KAIROS Guelph will be followed by insights on the climate emergency and actions for healing from special guests Elizabeth Snell and John Lawson from KAIROS Guelph, Vickie Monague from Beausoleil First Nation, and Randy Haluza-DeLay, the KAIROS Ecological Justice Coordinator. This is an excellent way to prepare ourselves for the UN Climate Change Conference (COP27) that will take place in Egypt from November 6-18, 2022 and to prepare to support the KAIROS / For the Love of Creation delegation that will be on the ground at COP27.

Register now and you will get the Zoom link in your confirmation.

https://secure.kairoscanada.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=310
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TOMORROW- Oct. 26th . Online event. Register here:

https://www.facebook.com/events/848683896315710/?acontext=%7B%22source%22%3A%2229%22%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3A%22event_calendar_create%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22null%22%7D&notif_id=1666410717521442&notif_t=event_calendar_create&ref=notif
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Applications are still open for the fifth edition of the World Council of Churches Eco School on Water, Food and Climate Justice to be held Dec. 5-11, 2022.

Deadline for applications is Nov. 10, 2022. 

https://www.oikoumene.org/news/applications-extended-for-wcc-eco-school-2022-with-focus-on-north-america
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Candles for COP27: Vigils for Climate Justice
November 11 - 13th, 2022

From November 6th-18th of this year, world leaders will gather at the COP27 conference in Egypt to discuss their plans to address global heating. 

In recognition of the need for change, members of ClimateFast and For the Love of Creation invite groups across Canada to host candlelight vigils in their own communities on the weekend of November 11-13. This will be a time to reflect and share our love for our planet, our concern for ourselves and our fellow human beings at risk from climate change, and our hopes for truly transformative action to happen at COP and through each other. This invitation coincides with and complements the call for a Global Day of Action on November 12. Candlelight vigils are already being planned in several places.

We encourage people to use their local events to highlight local climate-related issues that are important to them, as well as international issues such as the demand for a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty. Information on key pan-Canadian asks will be provided in advance of the date. We will amplify each other’s voices by acting on the same weekend. Let’s light up the whole Canadian map! 

If you or your group is interested in hosting a vigil, please contact climatefast@climatefast.ca to add your event details to the national list. Check here for the list.
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Many thanks to Mary Cordeiro for sending us these inspirational pictures of how her church, Regina Mundi Church Hamilton, celebrated the Season of Creation.
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This article may gross out some readers but what a savings to the environment and your pocketbook! So spread the Good News, sometimes use food.
Cheap, delicious – and only three years out of date: my week of eating food past its best-before.

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/oct/15/cheap-delicious-and-only-three-years-out-of-date-my-week-of-eating-food-past-its-best-before?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
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Find ways to help save Eisner Cove Wetland     Before it's too late!

Be informed on the Donkin Coal Mine
Council of Canadians letter protesting Dumping Of Tailings into Athabasca River
The Athabasca River has been a powerful source of life in what is currently called Alberta. It has long been home to diverse ecological systems, and many communities of people, including the Dane-zaa, Sekani, Ktunaxa, Secwepemc (Shuswap), Salish, Nakoda, Woodland Cree, Chipewyan, and Métis - until now! This waterway is located directly next to the Alberta tar sands, a sprawling mass of extractive development visible from space. The tar sands include tailings ponds – pools of toxic sludge that are a byproduct of tar sands production. The federal and provincial governments are preparing regulations that may allow this toxic legacy to be released directly into the Athabasca River. Despite repeated promises from government and industry to clean up the waste, the tailings ponds have only grown, and are already leaching into the groundwater at the rate of millions of gallons per day.  There is significant evidence that tar sands pollutants are already causing severe health effects on downstream communities and ecosystems, and there is no tested and true method that will properly treat these toxic tailings.

David Suzuki letter to Help Save Wild Salmon
Until October 27, the federal government is asking for public comment on B.C.’s open-net pen aquaculture transition plan. Open-net pens play a role in spreading disease and parasites that put wild salmon health and survival at risk. That’s why aquaculture methods and species must be restricted to those that do not pose a risk to coastal ecosystems. Join the David Suzuki Foundation in urging federal Fisheries Minister Joyce Murray to keep her promise to get open-net pen salmon farming out of B.C. waters by 2025.
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GREEN PROJECTS

It is always nice to have an environmental project on the go. Saving anything from the landfills so it can be re-purposed into another product not only saves the landfills but saves using new materials to make a product.

In the Parish of Blandford, we started recycling pens, markers, highlighters, and mechanical pencils in the fall of 2017. Grandma wanted a green project that didn’t take up a lot of room and didn’t weigh a lot to carry to any depot. 

In the beginning, we purchased a box from Terra Cycle on the Staples website. The price of what was a cardboard box pays the shipping back to their Ontario plant from anywhere in Canada. It would hold 800 to thousand pens according to how well you packed it

Since then, Staples stores have started accepting dried-out writing instruments. They even had collection boxes they gave away for free. The Parish of Blandford started asking businesses or government groups to keep a box in their lobbies.

In 2017 we collected a bit more than 500 pieces of pens and markers. In 2019 we collected 3110. Out of that,1600 pieces came from one gentleman that had collected dried-up pens for 49 years. 

In the first days of March 2020, CBC Radio came out with our story. We had eight collection centers, two at the municipal buildings. Word was out and people were saving. Then came the pandemic and everything STOPPED.

Very carefully I collected just from our community center, storing those pens in a shed for a month and spraying them with sanitizer before counting them wearing gloves. Yes, Covid was that scary when you have someone with COPD in the house. Total that year was 664. In 2021, none were collected.

So far this year we have over 600 units waiting in paper bags for a trip to Bridgewater and the Staples store there. 

So, why bother? Every year Bic alone produces close to 9 BILLION pieces of writing instruments. All that plastic just going in the trash. Plastic that terra cycle repurposes and becomes cutting boards, clipboards, bench end, and Goodness knows what else. Every block of plastic, we can recycle is a block that didn’t get made with new products and a block that is not sitting in a landfill.

Pens, markers, highlighters, and mechanical pencils. One of those big brown paper bags holds around 300 units when half full. Easy to store, transport, and even carry when using a cane or walker. Think about starting a green project like this in your community. If so, please let Grandma know at claudiaazinck@gmail.com.

Craft

This is a quick craft but I tend to make up or refill what I have in the spring and fall. You will need a small mason jar, a piece of sandpaper, and wooden matches.

Open the jar and use the lid to trace a circle on your sandpaper. Cut out your circle of sandpaper. Add matches to the bottle, Put the lid, the sandpaper, and the ring on the bottle. You then have waterproof matches to add to the tractors going for wood or in a shed to start the campfire.

It makes a nice gift to make for someone, come the holidays.

This is a stock photo from Google. Always acknowledge others’ work.
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Using up

This is not a using up as much as it is a “getting rid of”. I attacked the dreaded file cabinet.

There is a new way of thinking where if you do anything that involves more than two steps, then you are doing a project.

Projects are expected to take a big slice of time, so to make you feel successful in a project you break it down till you are just doing two things. In my case I am allowing three actions: take out one file, go through it, and put it back.

This is ONE file, not the whole drawer, not the whole section or subsection but ONE file folder. Just ONE.

You would be surprised how many times I have time to go through ONE FILE FOLDER in a day. Like I did one file before | started writing this bit and will probably do one file at the end. Maybe 5 minutes tops but the cabinet is over half done. A cabinet that showed me receipts from 2009

This cabinet needed to be tidy before I add all the things that need to go into it, which was a whole other new project.

Check out the book Getting Things Done by David Allen. Interesting theory! At least it has me motivated to get the forever neglected file cabinet in order.

Something to eat

It’s that time of year again for cranberries. I may be repeating this but if so it was last fall. If I am cooking cranberries, I put some aside for these squares. A tin of cranberries will work just as well.

Bog Bars

1 ¼ cup butter or margarine

1 ½ cups brown sugar

3 ½ rolled oats

1 cup flour

1 can cranberry sauce or about 1 ½ cups of berries

½ cup nuts

In one bowl cream 1 cup of butter and 1 cup of brown sugar. Then add 2 ½ cups of the rolled oats and all the flour. 

Melt the rest of the butter in the microwave and add nuts and remaining brown sugar and oats. Bake at 350 for 30 minutes. I use an 8 x 8 square pan and it fills to the top. Sometimes it doesn’t come together like a square, so I call it cranberry dessert and add “squirty” whipped cream. No one complains either way.
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Prayer for the COP 27 Climate Summit

God of blessings, 
the universe sings of your glory. 
Deepen our gratitude for all you have made 
and awaken in us a renewed commitment 
to care for the earth and each other.

Inspire world leaders at COP27, 
with openness to listen to those most affected by climate change 
and with courage to act urgently and wisely, 
so that our common home may be healed and restored  
and all people, and generations to come, may delight in it.

Amen.

https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Prayer-resources/COP27-prayer
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