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	No Enews next week – Early summer break for a week.

	Introduction to Natural Building - Hands On!

June 25 - 26th
Instructors: Charles Williams and Kim Thompson
Cost: $350 (includes amazing food, lodging and HST)
Two packed days of in-depth, inspiring tours of on and off-site natural building examples including straw bale, cob, earthship, hemp crete, round wood, wattle and daub, followed by related hands-on learning projects.  
For more details and to register click here.  
[image: image3.jpg]An interactive weekend exploring design
& building systems with natural materials.
On & off site tours, and hands-on learing.

In-person workshops at the Deanery
$350 (includes food, lodging and HST)

For more info & to register
see our web page or FB event.
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Growing Forests is a new mission driven investment opportunity designed to preserve regional woodlots through acquisition and sustainable management. Growing Forests is launching a start-up investment round as a qualified Community Economic Development Investment Fund (CEDIF) 

Why? 70 % of forests in NS are owned by 30,000 small private woodlot owners. In 2019, 50,000 acres of private forest was clearcut. This is 11 times the size of the Halifax peninsula. This investment opportunity provides these owners an alternative source of revenue that will manage the land in an ecological fashion that does not involve clearcuts.

Please email dale@growingforests.ca
for more information and for the Offering Document

You can also download the information and learn more about the project at https://www.growingforests.ca
The Offering has been extended to June 28th.  You are asked to indicate your interest by the middle of June so your investment can clear the securities commission.
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	What is an SMR? ´”All reactor facilities, including SMRs, are classified as Class IA nuclear facilities under the Class I Nuclear Facilities Regulationshttps://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/reactors/research-reactors/other-reactor-facilities/small-modular-reactors.cfm#:~:text=All%20reactor%20facilities%2C%20including%20SMRs,or%20heat%20for%20industrial%20processes
From CRED – NB
If you have any energy this week to speak up about why you believe SMRs should not be funded with public dollars meant for "net zero technologies," please do it. Even half a page will do, and the max is 10 pages. Your contribution will go to federal MPs and be put on the federal public record, so be clear, succinct and respectful, and include your name and address.

We now believe that the current Parliamentary committee study on SMRs (which came out of nowhere) is intended to produce a report to justify a massive infusion of federal (public) dollars to SMRs from the Net Zero Accelerator initiative, which currently has ~$8 billion to spend. The SMR study may end in less than two weeks, and the committee must translate your contribution, so sending it this week is vital. CRED-NB is sending something but we need more voices from New Brunswick.

The committee hears testimony from invited witnesses and also accepts written briefs from anyone or group with an interest in the topic.

One of the nuclear companies in New Brunswick, ARC, has applied for and is awaiting word on $122 million in federal funds to develop its sodium-cooled reactor on the Bay of Fundy. This technology has been tried several times in past decades to commercialize, without success because of technical problems that left serious environmental problems in the clean up. Other nuclear proponents are also lined up at the federal trough. We know that the applications for SMR funding do not receive adequate scientific review.

The committee will base its report on the evidence before them. Most of the invited guests are the usual suspects from the nuclear industry. The industry is asking not only for money but also relaxed regulatory oversight, including an exemption from a federal impact assessment for all future SMRs built anywhere in Canada. Including other views as evidence is what needs to happen. If you represent a group, great, do it from the group however individual submissions are also welcome.

Here's the website for the study:

https://www.ourcommons.ca/Committees/en/SRSR/StudyActivity?studyActivityId=11584398
Contributions should state clearly why you, or your group, believe that SMR development should not be supported by federal funds earmarked for climate action. Send them to the SRSR committee clerk:
Standing Committee on Science and Research
Sixth Floor, 131 Queen Street
House of Commons
Ottawa ON K1A 0A6
E-mail: SRSR@parl.gc.ca


	

	

	We still need to write emails to the provincial government re Last Hope Forest and to provincial & HRM governments re Eisner Cove Wetlands (see last week's issue). This takes more time than signing a petition but is VERY important. Thank you. 
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The Eisner Cove Wetlands, also known as the Southdale Wetlands is almost pristine wetland and forest approx.2 km from the Woodside Ferry in Dartmouth. Once public land, it was quietly sold in 2018. It is slated to be fast-tracked for affordable housing.  The concerns include wetlands as necessary carbon sinks and biodiverse systems that contain many species-at-risk. For more complete information, please click on the following links or read last week’s enews.

Link to Protect Eisner Cove website   

Link for email addresses and phone numbers   
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The Last Hope Camp is on a logging road in Annapolis County where people have been camping out - through the harsh winter months- since Dec 2nd to try to stop the provincial government from allowing WestFor to cut a 24 hectare 80 year old forest. 

In 1958 a quarter of all the forests in Nova Scotia were 80 years old or older.

Now that figure is between 1 and 5%.)
Please write and/or phone the Minister of Natural Resources & Renewables, Tory Rushton, asking him not to allow the cutting of Last Hope Forest. Also please tell him that the responsibility for protecting and enhancing ecosystem health and biodiversity is HIS and cannot be assigned over to Westfor. Write: mindnr@novascotia.ca    For more information go to:
https://eco-action.ca/include/extinction-rebellion-ns.htm?fbclid=IwAR04Cu1bOpkBWQ3ZsMfl5JSlaFvnF-HK1hMI6bl_LjgWVWnsvo_XygoIs6U
also:
https://eco-action.ca/include/extinction-rebellion-jun-2022.htm?fbclid=IwAR2kZw1vD5lvOQqqZzOtY9FVBRS1ZVMcu_PpDEioW0KjnDY1orpP7pMHByU
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The Bridgewater Watershed Protection Alliance is seeking support for their submission to the Minister of Environment and Climate Change to have crown lands in the Petite Riviere Watershed (Lunenburg County) designated as a Wilderness Area.  This group formed in March to oppose a proposed harvest of three parcels of crown land on Minamkeak Lake and also began to work on a Wilderness area designation submission. Please see the attached file 

( Petite Watershed Wildreness Area Designation) for more information.
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Greenpeace petition against iron ore mine expansion in Nunavut
In just a few weeks, Northern Affairs Minister DanVandal will make a decision on an iron ore mine expansion in Nunavut. Mining company Baffinland is behind the expansion. This mine expansion is a grave threat to local Inuit and the wildlife they depend upon for their food, livelihoods, and culture. Nunavut government’s own environmental assessment agency has recommendedthe expansion not proceed because of the potential for significant adverse effects on wildlife and Inuit. Inuit have been speaking out forcefully against the project.
G7: Stop oil drilling in the Okavango Watershed Action Network ReconAfrica is a Canadian company drilling for oil in the watershed of the Okavango Delta.  The Okavango Delta is home to the largest wildlife populations in Africa, its waters are a source of sustainable livelihood for more than a million people, and it is a UNESCO World Heritage site. This petition is asking the G7 to halt oil and gas exploration in this watershed. A spill would be disastrous and if the volume of oil here was taken and burnt it would consume approximately one sixth of the world's remaining carbon budget. Add your name in asking our world leaders to protect this biodiverse region and to stop draining our planet!
 https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/stop-oil-exploration-in-the-okavango-and-regulate-the-global-financial-system?clear_id=true
Papua: “Surrendering our land would be suicide” - Rainforest Rescue (rainforest-rescue.org)
 Industrial plantations are carving up pockets of Indonesia, wiping out entire ecosystems and grabbing at ancestral lands in order to produce commodities for the global market. More than a million hectares are to be turned into industrial rice plantations, and in just 4-5 years more than one million hectares fell to deforestation from agricultural corporations who cleared the land for oil palms, sugarcane, and eucalyptus. We are wiping out natural resources at unsustainable and alarming rates, and there are currently 70,000 Indigenous Malind People who are losing their land and culture because of it. These people have lived off the land and forest for countless centuries, but bulldozers have destroyed their fishing ponds, hunting grounds, sago hamlets, and even sacred sites. This petition is to the president of Indonesia saying we need to scrap Industrial agriculture projects and instead protect the forest and the rights of Indigenous People.
Toyota is fueling the climate crisis (sumofus.org)
Companies have a huge amount of power over our future, as they can severely impact our environment and climate. Thankfully, when we gather together we also have power over them and can push these companies to act more ethically and for the greater good. Toyota is one of the world’s top lobbyists against laws to protect us all from catastrophic climate breakdown. They want to prevent electric vehicle mandates and clean air laws, and they have threatened to move manufacturing out of countries unless their green policies are watered down. According to recent reports, only oil giants ExxonMobil and Chevron are doing more lobbying harm. This petition is going to Toyota and is saying they need to stop lobbying for fossil fuels, and go green for real instead!  

Greenpeace petition against iron ore mine expansion in Nunavut

In just a few weeks, Northern Affairs Minister DanVandal will make a decision on an iron ore mine expansion in Nunavut. Mining company Baffinland is behind the expansion. This mine expansion is a grave threat to local Inuit and the wildlife they depend upon for their food, livelihoods, and culture. Nunavut government’s own environmental assessment agency has recommendedthe expansion not proceed because of the potential for significant adverse effects on wildlife and Inuit. Inuit have been speaking out forcefully against the project.
David Suzuki Petition to Prime Minister and the Minister of Environment and Climate Change
The United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child has expressed serious concerns about Canada’s climate policies, calling out the “disproportionately high carbon footprint of [Canada], in particular through investments made in fossil fuels.” The committee addressed climate as a serious children’s human rights concern and called on Canada to “systematically” include children in climate policy decisions, to collect data on the impacts of climate on children and to ensure children’s access to climate justice. The committee also called on Canada to meet its international commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Leadnow Petition for Excess Profits Tax
Runaway gas prices are hurting Canadians' wallets. It's all happening because Big Oil's insatiable greed is driving up costs leaving us to foot the bill. It doesn't have to be this way — it shouldn't be this way. The Conservative government in the UK just announced an excess profits tax on the runaway profits of Big Oil to help address inflation.
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Grandma was so excited to have her article in extra early that neither Grandma or the editor noticed the attachment was missing. Sadly, this editor was not early and was unable to reach Grandma at the last minute. Grandma will see you in two weeks!
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PRAYER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM 

By Anthony Salemi, 2016

 God, despite Your guidance, there continues to be corruption and greed in the world. Many continue to value material and personal gains over the needs of others, and the environment. They see the environment, and the gifts You have granted us, only as a means to become rich and powerful. They do not see the world as a gift from You Lord, but rather as a place to exploit. 

However, there are many who do not see the world in this way; they recognize the world as a place that must be protected from greed and mistreatment. These activists stand up for the environment and seek to shield the world from further harm.

 Lord, help those who protest against mistreatment of the environment. Give them the strength and courage to fight for what is right to cause real change in the world. Let them not be afraid of the consequences of voicing disproval for what goes against what is good. Allow them to be successful in their dissent and make the world a better place not only for ourselves, but for all generations to come. In your name we pray.
Amen

https://br.hwcdsb.ca/ourfaith/schoolprayer/?fileID=233125#:~:text=Lord%2C%20help%20those%20who%20protest,goes%20against%20what%20is%20good.



	

	

	


