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	DEN Thursday gathering, May 26th, 7 pm – Preserving the Forests we call home An Investment opportunity.

Growing Forests is a new investment opportunity designed to preserve regional woodlots through acquisition and sustainable management. Growing Forests is launching a start-up investment round as a qualified Community Economic Development Investment Fund (CEDIF) 

Please email dale@growingforests.ca
for more information and for the Offering Document

You can also download the information and learn more about the project at https://www.growingforests.ca
The Offering has been extended to June 28th. 

	

	
[image: image3.emf]
We are called by God to be good stewards of Creation.

Join us for weekly prayer in solidarity and renewal of our baptismal covenant: 

“To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth.”
Email endionspei@gmail.com for zoom link
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· From Netherlands: —ING Bank has announced it will quit financing new fossil fuel projects! This victory has come after years of Greenpeace campaigning that included Greenpeace Netherlands activists building a pipeline that led into the ING Bank’s headquarters in Amsterdam, filing a complaint with the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development Guidelines, and initiating a broad coalition of NGOs to call on the bank to bring its policies in line with the Paris Climate Agreement and help limit the planet’s global warming to 1.5°C

· Hellenic Petroleum (HELPE), one of the largest oil companies in the Balkans, has recently been conducting seismic blasting in the Ionian Sea in the Mediterranean in their search for oil reserves. And after months of intense campaigning by Greenpeace, the detonations have been temporarily canceled! This is a huge win for the whales and marine life that have been impacted by the deafening noise pollution caused by these operations, as well as a win for climate change.
· From the Democratic Republic of Congo: After months of pressure from Greenpeace Africa, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) government finally published a bombshell logging audit report. At the COP26 climate summit in Glasgow last November, the DRC promised to publish an important 2020 audit report by the end of 2021, in return for receiving $500 million from donor countries to protect the Congo Basin forest. This report, authorized by the DRC’s General Inspectorate of Finance, details all logging contracts for the Congo Basin — including all illegal logging contracts and those which fail to protect frontline communities and biodiversity. But more than that, it criticizes the DRC’s Environment Ministry for its lax response to illegal deforestation and reveals how government officials benefit from the logging industry. The Congo Basin forests are not only one of the largest carbon sinks in the world, but are home to endangered wildlife and forty million people, including the Mbati, Batwa and Baka peoples, and their customs and civilizations are also threatened by deforestation.
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Save Sandy Lake
Sandy Lake and Sackville River form a popular nature space on the edge of Halifax's urban centre. It's home to birds, bugs, animals, mosses and more, all nestled among some of Nova Scotia’s last remaining old-growth forests. But on March 24 2022, the Provincial government’s Task Force on Housing picked the Sandy Lake – Sackville River area as one of its locations to fast-track for development. The very same area has been proposed for protection as part of Sandy Lake Regional Park. It shows up in multiple studies as a key area for wildlife corridors and is invaluable as intact, interconnected wild areas that help with the twin crises of climate change and biodiversity loss. This is one of several areas that the provincial government has recently slotted for housing at the urging of some big developers, taking planning and decision making out of the hands of municipal authorities.  Link to EAC's article on HRM developments

	

	Petition to federal govt from David Suzuki Foundation and YOU!
Top climate scientists issued a “code red for humanity” warning that this is our last chance to implement the transformational changes necessary to keep warming below 1.5 C and avoid the most dangerous impacts of climate chaos. Canada’s climate targets are still critically insufficient. We are the only G7 country whose emissions have increased since the Paris Agreement was signed. Canada must act with urgency and ambition. 5 specific actions are requested.
Chile: give Humboldt penguins the protection they need! - Rainforest Rescue (rainforest-rescue.org)
 La Higuera coast is one of the richest marine ecosystems in Chile and one of this planet’s 35 biodiversity hotspots. There are many endangered species who live here and around 80% of the world’s Humboldt penguins live, breed, and raise their offspring on the islands in this region. Over the past 20 years, this area has been under continuous threats from industrial projects such as coal power plants, mines, and harbours. The penguins and other lifeforms that depends on this unique area need to be protected. This petition is to the Chilean government, asking to prioritize the protection of irreplaceable biodiversity over short-term economic gain
Avaaz - US: Stop the forest massacre!
 Around the world forests that sustain life are being destroyed to produce beef, palm oil, cocoa, timber, and paper for ever-hungry consumer markets like Canada and the US. The United States is home to many of the world’s biggest companies, and legislators are considering powerful new laws to keep forest-killing products out of the country. This impacts our whole planet and these laws could transform global supply chains; protecting precious forests and the people and animals who call them home. This petition is calling on us to be global citizens and to deliver a massive message that helps put a stop to forest massacres. 

Petition to stop a new gas field in the North Sea
Fossil Fuel giant Shell is trying to develop a new gas field in the North Sea: Jackdaw. This project was rejected in 2021 for being too polluting but now Shell is trying to push it through again. Jackdaw would do nothing to create reliable energy or lower energy bills in the UK. The countdown for the end of the fossil fuel industry is on and companies like Shell are making a dash to squeeze as much profit out of oil and gas as they can. The government must shut down this reckless race for profit and also invest in retraining workers from fossil fuel projects so they can move away from these dying industries into reliable, clean jobs.
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Green Story - EARTH WEEK

It’s EARTH WEEK. By the time you read this, it will be the week after the big event. I want to tell you all about our project.

I was able to get a note to the Masthead News to tell people we will have the kits at “The Deck” on April 22nd. I also put a note on Random Acts of Green and the Earth Day site. Random Acts of Green out of Peterborough Ontario is always looking for volunteer green spotters everywhere in Canada. They love to hear about any environmental project. 

The absolute best news came Wednesday, April 20th. Deanna Bellefontaine came to pick up the 50 kits for the Lion’s Club to distribute. She took them to the Shatford Memorial Elementary School that day to be given out on Earth Day. Better still, her Lions want to help make the kits next year and put a planting kit in every kid’s backpack from that school and more. This is sort of going viral in a soil-packed way.

Most of the kits were picked up from the Deck on April 22nd. I had a dozen kits left (from 130). There was a breakfast at our community centre this morning. I took the last kits down and they disappeared. We also had an offer to use the community center and the breakfast as a pickup point next year.

Since Earth Day is on a Saturday next year, I was planning that beach clean-up for 2023.  I walked the beach yesterday to see how big a job it would be. We have a problem. A good problem. The beach is almost pristinely clean. One, just one, piece of plastic. I guess the kid’s mothers that use that beach clean up after themselves. I love these types of problems. I’ll find another project in a year.

Hoping you all had a Happy Earth Day.

Grandma’s car was packed with planting kits.
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Gardening Ideas

I wish I had a picture to show you. My daughter is taking a drawer from an old dresser that fell apart. She is drilling holes in the bottom, filling it with soil, and attaching it to an old table. This becomes her lettuce drawer for summer.

Once upon a time in the Parish of Blandford, we had “plant sitters” Their job was to put seed trays in a window and water them, tend to them for two or three weeks. Some of these were used in the community garden boxes. Who has a sunny window that would make a good plant sitter in your community?

Driving into Blandford from East River you will see a bin near a fish shack. My neighbour James Denn collects any planting pots people no longer want. He now collects the wooden clementine boxes for his bonsai project. He grows and prunes little spruce and fir trees. Anyone with extra clementine boxes, take a drive to Blandford and drop them off in his roadside crate.

Grandma saves the round containers that peanuts come in, pringle cans, and any small study box. I paint them up in bright colours if time allows. Rogation Sunday comes up soon and we have a plant swap after service. I dig out a lily here, rhubarb, comfrey, whatever comes up that needs to be moved. I tend to drag home more than I give. The last person at these events seems to inherit a lot of plants. They all helped increase my gardens.

Craft - Berry Buckets

This craft was so much fun to make. I call them berry buckets but you could put anything in them.

Use 1-liter milk jugs or juice bottles. Remove labels when possible or leave them for decoration. Cut off the top about where the bottle starts narrowing for the top. 

Run a strip of tape around the top edge of your bucket. I found that duct tape did the best job.

Use a one-hole punch, make 2 holes on one side and two holes on the other.

Cut about a yard of jute (a yard is about from fingertip to shoulder). Fold the jute in half. Take one of the two string end and push it from the outside to the inside through a hole. Tie a knot on the inside. Do the same with the other end on the same side to make a handle. Repeat on the other side

They have so many uses but berry buckets come to mind. I’m using one for our give-away seeds at Rogation. I could store things on shelves and just pull down a bucket when needed.

Have fun making your berry buckets!
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Something to eat - Lemon Drop Cookies

Besides a few zoom meetings around Earth Day, I decided to give myself time to do some baking. Baking sort of takes a back burner as gardening season speeds up. I made one of my favorite cookies I thought you may like to try.

2 cups flour

½ cup sugar

1 tsp. baking powder

¼ tsp baking soda

Dash of salt if you use it

1 squirt of lemon juice

2 eggs

½ cup margarine or butter

1 handful of coconut

One bowl has the flour, baking powder, and soda If you have lemon chips throw a handful in the flour along with the coconut

In another bowl whisk the eggs, margarine, lemon juice

Mix the flour mixture into the wet. Roll in balls and flatten with a fork

In a 350F oven, they take 10-12 minutes. When the bottoms are brown, they are ready

Until next week, Grandma is sending hugs.
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God of peace and justice,

we pray for the people of Ukraine today.

We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,

that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them.
We pray for those with power over war or peace,
for wisdom, discernment and compassion

to guide their decisions.

Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear,
that you would hold and protect them.

We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
Amen.

Archbishop Justin Welby
Archbishop Stephen Cottrell






