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TODAY!
Join Faith & the Common Good on World Water Day, March 22, for Sacred Water: An Interfaith Conversation, to learn about what diverse faith and spiritual traditions have to teach us concerning the importance of water and how we can deepen our connection with it. Sacred Water is the second webinar in our Climate Narratives webinar series to raise awareness around faith-based responses to environmental issues. We aim to create a space for values-centred conversations and to highlight the contributions of faith-based groups working to build more resilient communities.
RSVP today to receive Zoom information! csidhu@faithcommongood.org


	TOMORROW!
"Two crises, one root: conflict, climate emergency, and LNG."
Germany - Europe's largest gas consumer and trader - is looking for ways to cut loose from its dependency on Russian fossil fuels. On several fronts, fossil fuel cheerleaders in Canada are using the need to interrupt Russia’s power as justification for pushing new Canadian fossil fuel infrastructure and exports. Corporations and political parties are seizing the war on Ukraine as their opportunity to bring in policy measures and financial support for the declining fossil fuel industry.
This is the Shock Doctrine at work: corporations and their lobbyists are using this crisis to ram through policies and decisions they already had on their wish lists.
Fossil fuel projects that will be years in the making will not affect this current war, but increasing liquified natural gas (LNG) exports, or any new fossil fuel infrastructure, will only worsen our looming climate crisis. Now is the time to invest rapidly in a just transition away from fossil fuels, both to address the climate crisis and to loosen the grip of oil and gas producing nations on global security.

Register Here to join this webinar on Wednesday, March 23rd 2 pm Atlantic

Speakers will challenge the Canadian and German government’s false narrative that LNG can be a climate and security solution, and will argue that Germany and Canada must not make the mistake of buying into this narrative.
Join long-time campaigners Robin Tress (Council of Canadians), Sascha Boden (Environmental Action Germany), Andy Gheorghiu (European freelance climate campaigner) and facilitator Cat Abreu (Destination Zero) for a conversation about what the current war in Ukraine means for climate action, and what climate justice movements are doing to stop fossil fuel expansion and build a just transition towards a decarbonized future amidst the conflict.  * The webinar will be in English only, due to logistical constraints.
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https://www.kairoscanada.org/join-us-for-women-of-courage-workshop-csw66
Kairos is inviting you to a workshop ‘Women peacebuilders build back with environmental and economic security’ will focus on the need to include climate and economic justice in the women, peace, and security agenda. The panelists are esteemed partners including: Chantal Bilulu - Héritiers de la Justice, Democratic Republic of the Congo; Natalia Atz Sunuc - Kaji' Ajpop, Guatemala; Sherry Pictou (PhD) - Dalhousie University, L’sɨtkuk/Bear River First Nation, Canada; and Beverly Longid - International Indigenous People Movement for Self-Determination and Liberation, Philippines. 



	TransCoastal Adaptations and Helping Nature Heal are hosting a webinar:

Shore Up - March 25 (11:00-12:30 AST

Shore Up is a hands-on community-based workshop that teaches nature-based strategies to slow down shoreline erosion and enhance biodiversity and ecosystem health. The Shore Up workshop is for ENGOs, municipalities, government, and community groups who want to learn how to create more resilient shorelines as our climate changes and sea levels rise. The upcoming webinar is an opportunity to learn more about the techniques that Helping Nature Heal has been applying to the shorelines of the Maritimes for over 20 years and how your organization can benefit from Shore Up training and creating resilient shorelines . Register for this Zoom webinar here:

 https://smu-ca.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kcumsqzwoEtxtX204-kHEMpek2VUMzbBh
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We are called by God to be good stewards of Creation.

Join us for weekly prayer in solidarity and renewal of our baptismal covenant: 

“To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth.”


	[image: image7.jpg]_m Good—Nc_ws :




Preserving the Forests we call home – We wanted to share good news we received about Growing Forests, a new investment opportunity designed to preserve regional woodlots through acquisition and sustainable management. 

Growing Forests is launching a start-up investment round as a qualified Community Economic Development Investment Fund (CEDIF) The project offers woodlot owners an alternative to clearcutting when they are ready to sell their woodlots. And it offers the rest of us an opportunity to help make that possible.

The concept behind Growing Forests ticks all the boxes of climate solutions, local economic development, the multiple environmental benefits of truly sustainable forestry and keeping woodlands owned and benefiting Nova Scotians for the long term.
 DEN can send you the information sheet we received which provides more detailed information or you can download the information and learn more about the project at https://www.growingforests.ca
Note from Dale Prest: “One note on our Offering Document: we recently received a 90-day extension of our Offering, extending it to June 28th. This will allow us to host a series of local outreach events. If you would be interested in attending one in your local area, please let me know.” dale@growingforests.ca
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


	Advocacy pays off - sometimes - news just in
This morning, the Conservative Party’s motion to fast track and subsidize fossil fuel expansion in Canada, in response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, was defeated. This motion failed to pass a vote in the House of Commons because people across the country -- including you -- spoke up to reject this deplorable scheme to capitalize off a humanitarian crisis.

Thank you for calling your MP to demand that they vote against the motion! You joined hundreds of people to flood the phone lines of MPs across the country. And it paid off!
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Please explore this further here:

https://mgkecotraders.com/
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 A local entrepreneur has started a company with a twofold purpose….to save the planet from the threats of plastic and also to revitalize an organic Jute factory in Bangladesh whose industry was killed when plastic bags became the norm. Opportunities are available for retail and wholesale.
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Ecogrief and Creation Hope  created by Sylvia Keesmaat with
The Bishop’s Committee on Creation Care For the people of the Diocese of Toronto, Lent 2022 

Join us for six sessions exploring recent deep changes in our world and our deep anxiety about these changes. We will discover and embrace the deep wisdom in the Bible, a book with stories about climate crisis, creation breakdown, and the challenge of hope in bleak times. This curriculum seeks to draw on that ancient wisdom and to re-engage with our love for God’s creation and all of God’s creatures. 

The entire curriculum is to be found here: https://www.toronto.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/LentCurriculum2022.pdf
Every Tuesday night in Lent, starting at 7pm. All are welcome. Join us by Zoom: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81991962887?pwd=YXI3UjZWRXRvWWErcktCQnN3S3puQT09.
Discussion Questions for this week:
Is there a story of displacement and replacement in your family history? Were your parents or grandparents forced to move from the place they had been born, either within Canada, or from another country? If you know the story, share it with the group. If you know the answers to the following questions, share them with the group as well: 
1. How hard was such displacement? 
2. What was lost? 
3. Did they ever think they would be at home again? 
4. Were they able to connect with the land ever again? 
5. Are your roots from colonists?   From settlers?   From immigrants?    From refugees?   Does realizing your place in Canadian history change or affirm how you hear the Jeremiah passage? 


	You may be interested in this book recommendation sent to us
The Rev. Dr. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas is an Episcopal priest, author, retreat leader, and climate activist. She has been a lead organizer of many Christian and interfaith events about care for Earth, and she leads spiritual retreats in the U.S.A. and Canada on spiritual resilience and resistance in the midst of a climate emergency. Her latest book, Rooted and Rising: Voices of Courage in a Time of Climate Crisis (2019) is a co-edited anthology of essays by religious environmental activists.
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	For anyone living in HRM: HalifACT – Acting on Climate Together
Tomorrow!

The student strikers are asking people to join them for a rally outside Halifax City Hall on Wednesday morning, March 23rd. HRM Council will be voting on the next budget and it's important they fund the HalifACT plan (climate action plan). Please spread the word and drop by if you can 
Tomorrow Halifax Regional Council will be voting on whether to fully fund a program called HalifACT. This program, two years in the making, is HRM’s comprehensive response to climate change, by reducing carbon emissions and by adapting to the changes that are coming. Two years ago, council passed HalifACT unanimously, but then they didn’t fund it! 

Now is our chance to see that this urgently needed program receives the funding it needs. We can make a difference by urging our municipal councillors to do what it takes to fully fund HalifACT now. Call and leave a telephone message or better yet, drop an email. It doesn’t have to be long. If you email, CC Mayor Savage and the Clerk’s Office, so your message will be officially recorded, and all the councillors will see it.

Questions? Everything you need to know can be found at https://ecologyaction.ca/tell-your-councillor-fund-climate-action-now
Here you can find links to contact details and to a nifty two pager all about HalifACT. 

N.B. The meeting is Wednesday March 23.

Every voice has a big impact. Together we can make a difference!

	While Climate Activists Beg For Emissions Reductions, Empty Airplanes Are Flying Across Europe (thepetitionsite.com)
Global aviation emitted 1.04 billion tonnes of CO2 in 2018 alone. At the beginning of the pandemic, airlines were flying empty planes to keep up with the number of landing slots required. This is happening again, but flying empty polluting planes in circles for no reason is not the way forward. We know we have to live more sustainably and that we need to make changes. Both environmentalists and the airlines themselves agree that the policy is outdated and wasteful. By signing this petition, we can push the EU government to make a change and to decrease the percentage of guaranteed flights required for airlines to keep their slots! https://www.thepetitionsite.com/771/814/744/while-climate-activists-beg-for-emissions-reductions-empty-airplanes-are-flying-across-europe/ 
Editor’s Note: Landing slots are extremely competitive and no airline will give them up willingly. Maintaining your schedule by flying empty planes is the only way to save the coveted slots. This has to change for both the climate and the economy. 

	Environmental Defence Canada Oil and gas companies in Canada produce more emissions than any other sector in our country.  There is a new federal policy that would limit and cap the emissions that the industry is allowed to produce, and reduce those emissions over time. This will help Canada reach its goal of zero emissions by 2050, however, fossil fuel companies are fighting hard to kill this promising policy. This industry can use their lobbying power to delay and weaken the policy, but policy shouldn’t be about profit and rather it should be about people and the planet. This petition is one way to make your voice heard. It is going to the head of our government and asks to reduce emissions, place a hard cap on them, and make sure all types of emissions are reduced.  https://act.environmentaldefence.ca/page/100416/action/1?ea.tracking.id=action

	petition: Google Has the Power to Stop Running Ads for Climate Denialists! (thepetitionsite.com)
One of the biggest barriers to climate policy is climate denialism. There are just 10 digital publishers producing the majority of climate change denial online, and Google is still running ads for all of them. It is unacceptable that Google and digital publishers are profiting from promoting climate denialism.  In order to act on climate, we must believe that climate change is happening and understand the dangers it poses for everyone. This petition is asking google to stop running ads for the digital publishers that promote climate denialism!



	More Oil is not the Answer Instead of another petition to sign please take 96 seconds to watch this video "Canadian politicians appear to be all talk when it comes to climate change promises. Now some leaders are using war as an excuse to push through disastrous energy projects that would skyrocket emissions." As Putin’s invasion of Ukraine continues, a chorus of voices in parliament is pushing for increased oil production to offset Russian oil. The pain felt by Canadian motorists at the pump, they say, can be alleviated by ratcheting up production

	Letter to send asking our federal politicians to do the right thing
Now here's a letter for you to sign and send to our federal politicians. Written by Citizens for Public Justice. It asks you to fill in your traditional territory which is Mi'kma'ki for both NS and PEI. Only takes a couple of minutes. We need to make our voices heard. The oil lobby in Ottawa is loud!


	petition: Coca-Cola, Your Plastic Waste Is Choking Us (thepetitionsite.com)
A new study showed an analysis of 259 bottles of water from various brands and countries led to an average of 325 plastic particles for every litre of water being sold. Coca-Cola is one of the largest producers of plastic bottles in the world, and it is critical that major players in the plastic industry implement more environmentally-friendly policies to help reduce the use of plastics. The microplastic build-up in marine life is causing serious problems in our ocean ecosystems and the full impact on plastic in humans has yet to be determined. This petition is calling on the Coca-Cola Company to publicly set global benchmarks to reduce its use of un-recycled plastic. 

	Point LePreau Nuclear Power station: Application for unprecedented 25-year licence renewal (currently 5 years). Have your say before March 28th, using information and helpful tools at: https://crednb.ca/participate/ If the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission does not hear from the interested public, it could be 2047 before we next have any say!



	New Draft Radioactive Waste Policy for Canada – open for comment until April 1st
In response to concerns by the International Atomic Energy Association (IAEA), the government has finally developed a draft policy based on consultations over 7 months, i.e., round tables and many written submissions. Council of Canadians and expert-citizen groups feel that the draft policy falls seriously short in numerous ways. Please read and consider signing this letter and sharing it widely. https://canadians.org/nuclear-waste
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'Fighting Putin and Climate Change at once".

From The Current, an interview with Bill McKibben on March 18th

Bill McKibben Getting free of Fossil Fuels
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Stop Spraying and Clear Cutting Facebook group has posted a great google doc on the mainland moose. Click on the link below.
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1L0YRXKEhSHkbVe2wQlZyFMnyQN57bmb74Jzs7UOC62o/mobilepresent?fbclid=IwAR0TNonPkV1iAJ3Am0A1Wj8KpbVhHmv-lFAavu8FWGhmJVvtqoLCxJJnjZE&slide=id.p
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Environment Clean Up
Earth Day is coming up fast. There are so many ways to celebrate our planet but one of them could be a Roadside Cleanup.

Over in PEI, the Women’s Institute started this event back in 1973. You can register online and pick up your supplies at your local Access PEI spot. They give the WI bags and clear bags. After the event they fill out a questionnaire that records what and how much you found.  The event this year is May 10th . 

Check it out at https://www.peiwi.ca/events-1/wi-annual-roadside-cleanup
In Nova Scotia they call it the Great Nova Scotia Pick Up program. You choose a spot to clean, determine how to handle the trash and recyclables and register at https://www.nspickmeup.ca/
Again, you pick up your supplies, do your event and fill out that all important data card which can be submitted online.

In both provinces, this activity is part of the Adopt a Highway program. The purpose is to help keep our provinces clean.

Remember how 80% of the trash in the ocean came off the land. Much of that flows out in rivers or streams. As so many highways are wrapped around the coast, the less litter on the land means less trash in the water.

It is my hope that next year, when Earth Day falls on a Saturday, to organize an hour’s clean up a beach across the road from my house where families of toddlers like to visit all summer. I expect it might be of interest in our village.

Do you have a spot you could clean? If nothing else tie a ribbon around telephone poles, so many apart and see what you can find. Plan it close to your trash pick up day and if possible, alert your collectors that you are doing a cleanup, so the stack of bags doesn’t stay by the curbside long.

Craft

Before we get into a regular craft, there was one idea I heard that might prove useful. One group of children were cleaning trash on a larger beach and the organizers wanted to keep track of them. They weren’t in PEI where they could use the bright yellow WI bags, but they donned each kid in a blue bag poncho cut off to the knees. Looking out on the beach they could easily count the young participants.
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Straw Weaving

So simple! So easy! You will need 

3 straws 

Bits of yarn or variegated yarn

A bit of tape

A pair of scissors

Lay the three straws side by side and tape them together

Leaving a long tail, weave in and out and around the three straws.

When you reach the end, leave a long tail

Thread yarn through the straws, leaving tails at both ends

Now comes the tricky part.

Using the tail as one end, tie 2 strings together on the left and two on the right.

Then tie the remaining 2 groups of string together, I like a square knot.

Pull the strings back snug

NOW, pull your weaving off the straws. It is a bit scary but the threads you put through the straws hold everything together.

Tie that end the same as the other, You can put beads on the ends, braid the ends, or just mcut it off after the square knot.

You can see videos at

https://happyhooligans.ca/straw-weaving/
Variations on the same thing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_ej0FSAhiw
Or just google “straw weaving” and click videos

They can be bracelets, bookmarks, or join several together to make headbands or belts.

Something to eat - Soft Molasses Cookies
Just an easy old-fashioned recipe I made recently

1 cup brown sugar

¾ cup shortening

¼ to ½ cup molasses

1 egg

2 ¼ cup flour

2 tsp baking soda

1 tsp cinnamon

1 tsp ginger

½ tsp cloves

A dash of salt if you use it

About 3 tablespoons of sugar for rolling the cookie dough

In one bowl goes brown sugar, shortening, molasses and the egg

In the second bowl goes the flour and the spices

Add the dry to the wet bowl, mix and roll into little balls

The balls are rolled into the sugar

Once on the cooking sheet or rock flatten them with a fork

About 10 mins in a 350F oven

When is a cookie cooked? When the bottom is brown.

Enjoy!

Grandma is sending hugs.
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