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	TransCoastal Adaptations and Helping Nature Heal are hosting a webinar:

Shore Up - March 25 (11:00-12:30 AST

Shore Up is a hands-on community-based workshop that teaches nature-based strategies to slow down shoreline erosion and enhance biodiversity and ecosystem health. The Shore Up workshop is for ENGOs, municipalities, government, and community groups who want to learn how to create more resilient shorelines as our climate changes and sea levels rise. The upcoming webinar is an opportunity to learn more about the techniques that Helping Nature Heal has been applying to the shorelines of the Maritimes for over 20 years and how your organization can benefit from Shore Up training and creating resilient shorelines . Register for this Zoom webinar here: https://smu-ca.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kcumsqzwoEtxtX204-kHEMpek2VUMzbBh

	March 29 @9:30pm Atlantic: Climate Justice and Educational Responsibility, featuring Naomi Klein and Avi Lewis
This is the Dean's Distinguished Lecture, Climate Justice and Educational Responsibility, featuring Naomi Klein and Avi Lewis discussing the inequitable impacts of the climate crisis and how education can advance climate justice. Presented with the Association of Canadian Deans of Education Launch of ACDE's Accord on Education for a Sustainable Future and Dr. Sharon Wahl, Dean, Faculty of Education, University of New Brunswick; President, Association of Canadian Deans of Education. Zoom registration link HERE.
 

March 31 @5:30pm: Being the media at COP26 and what a just energy transition means for Indonesia
Siti Maimunah, a rapporteur for the People’s Tribunal at COP26 in Glasgow, will speak about being the media at COP26 and what a just energy transition means for Indonesia. This lecture is part of the St. Thomas University Human Rights and the Media lecture series with co-host RAVEN (a CRED-NB core group). Registration link HERE.
The world is experiencing climate-induced catastrophes that are producing adverse impacts, not just on the environment, but also on people’s health and their livelihoods. At COP 26 in Glasgow, Scotland last November, climate justice activists, including Siti Maimunah and others organized a People’s Tribunal against the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and governments for failing to take meaningful action to stop the climate crisis. Siti Maimunah will talk about being a rapporteur for the People’s Tribunal at COP 26 in Glasgow and the climate crisis in Indonesia. She will explain the relation between climate change and extractivism, focusing on how people across Indonesia are being affected by the green energy transition.
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We are called by God to be good stewards of Creation.

Join us for weekly prayer in solidarity and renewal of our baptismal covenant: 

“To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth.”


	[image: image5.jpg]_m Good—Nc_ws :




Preserving the Forests we call home – We wanted to share good news we received about Growing Forests, a new investment opportunity designed to preserve regional woodlots through acquisition and sustainable management. 

Growing Forests is launching a start-up investment round as a qualified Community Economic Development Investment Fund (CEDIF) The project offers woodlot owners an alternative to clearcutting when they are ready to sell their woodlots. And it offers the rest of us an opportunity to help make that possible.

The concept behind Growing Forests ticks all the boxes of climate solutions, local economic development, the multiple environmental benefits of truly sustainable forestry and keeping woodlands owned and benefiting Nova Scotians for the long term.
 DEN can send you the information sheet we received which provides more detailed information or you can download the information and learn more about the project at https://www.growingforests.ca
Note from Dale Prest: “One note on our Offering Document: we recently received a 90-day extension of our Offering, extending it to June 28th. This will allow us to host a series of local outreach events. If you would be interested in attending one in your local area, please let me know.” dale@growingforests.ca
LET US KNOW IF YOU WOULD BE INTERESTED IN A DEN THURSDAY EVENING WITH DALE TO LEARN MORE
First Nation Helping Lytton Build Climate – Resilient Homes. https://www.cranbrooktownsman.com/news/indigenous-led-partnership-aims-to-build-climate-resilient-homes-for-lytton/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Good+News+Stories
Peatland Project Never Gets Bogged Down https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jan/04/dank-ancient-and-quite-fantastic-scotland-peat-bogs-breathe-again-aoe?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Good+News+Stories
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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	David Conover: Regarding Nature with Wonder; a discussion on his film “Behold the Earth”. https://faithandleadership.com/david-conover-regarding-nature-wonder?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=feature%20story&utm_campaign=ni_newsletter
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With gracious thanks to Anglican Postulant, Jane Magrath, we present a portion of her sermon two Sundays ago at the Church of Saint Andrew in Cole Harbour. It is an interesting perspective on the Fig Tree Parable and our world today.
Today’s Gospel ends with a strange little parable about a poor fig tree that has not borne fruit.  The owner of the tree thinks it’s a waste of space – and he tells the gardener to cut it down. The gardener asks for one more year, promising to feed and nurture the tree in the hopes that it will then bear fruit.  
I wonder what this fig tree represents for us, today.  Is it our world? And are we the owners, frustrated by the state of this world – with the atrocities in Ukraine, the wars and famine and exploitation in other parts of the planet, the right-wing erasure of human rights to the south of us; the general greed and bigotry and corruption?  Sometimes I feel this way: like there’s no hope – like we should just cut this fig tree down.

.But then the gardener would say, “hold on; don’t give up just yet – maybe if we feed and nurture this world of ours, it may yet bear fruit.”  I wonder what it would look like for each one of us to step into the role of gardener for our world: what small things might we do in order to nurture our world and help it to grow stronger? 
And what if that fig tree represents us? Each one of us: limping, crawling, dragging ourselves out of the last two years of the pandemic – scarred by illness and losses, and anxious about the future.  I certainly don’t feel as if I’ve bloomed or borne fruit in the last few years. In fact, I often feel a lot like that poor, weedy little fig tree – barely hanging on. 

And I wonder what we might need – collectively and individually – from a kind gardener who is willing to care for us, to nurture us so we might eventually bear fruit? What do we need, in practical terms and in spiritual terms?  Do we need exercise and sunshine? Gentle walks on a beach or in a forest? Do we need naps and good food?  Do we need to feel the arms of loved ones around us?  Do we need to connect with people we haven’t seen in the last two years? Do we need to pray? To meditate? To sing?  This is a kind of repentance, too, on an individual level – a re-visioning of what we need, and of what it means to be productive and to bear fruit; a re-visioning of how we want to move ourselves forward into this strange world that is opening up – and how we need to care for ourselves in the process. How might we be the gardener to ourselves and to the people in our lives?  

Today’s gospel reading is such a good “coming through the pandemic” gospel.  It reminds us that God is for us, not against us; that sometimes bad things just happen to people; and that sometimes, we do bad things to people. But God does not.  It asks us to repent in order to save our world and ourselves – to see differently, to create a different vision of our world – and to behave differently in order to move our world toward that vision. And, finally, it asks us to be gentle with ourselves, with other people, and with our world – not to be the owners who want to cut down the unproductive fig tree – but, rather, to be the gardeners, gently feeding and nurturing ourselves and others as we move out into the opening up stage of this pandemic – out into a world that needs us to repent – during Lent, and always.  Amen.  
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Please explore this further here:

https://mgkecotraders.com/
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 A local entrepreneur has started a company with a twofold purpose….to save the planet from the threats of plastic and also to revitalize an organic Jute factory in Bangladesh whose industry was killed when plastic bags became the norm. Opportunities are available for retail and wholesale.
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Our very own Raging Grannies participated in the Voice of Women Rally this week to protest the war in Yemen. Thank you for the invite to participate in such a meaningful way.
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Ecogrief and Creation Hope Join us for the last two of  six sessions exploring recent changes in our world and our anxiety about these changes. We will discover and embrace the deep wisdom in the Bible, a book with stories about climate crisis, creation breakdown, and the challenge of hope in bleak times. This curriculum seeks to draw on that ancient wisdom and to re-engage with our love for God’s creation and all of God’s creatures. 
The entire curriculum is to be found here: https://www.toronto.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/LentCurriculum2022.pdf
Every Tuesday night in Lent, starting at 7pm. All are welcome. Join us by Zoom: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81991962887?pwd=YXI3UjZWRXRvWWErcktCQnN3S3puQT09.
Discussion this week: Read ZACCHAEUS: REPARATIONS AND LAND - LUKE 19.1-10 

While the story of Zacchaeus might be familiar to many of us, the untold stories behind his actions connect with the themes we have been talking about so far in our Lent study. While we know that he was a tax collector, we often don’t realize that this meant Zacchaeus was someone who had the opportunity to easily take over the land of others. This meant that the land passed out of the care and affection of those who knew it well. Instead, the land was now “owned” by someone who viewed it primarily as something to buy and sell. 
When land is just something that creates money, then it is easy to abuse the land rather than care for it. And when the land is farmed too intensively or mistreated, the creatures that live on the land begin to die. At the heart of the story of Zacchaeus there is sadness and grief— the grief of those farmers who have lost the land they loved, the sadness of the farmers who can no longer provide food for their families, the grief of the families who have lost their way of life. And as we will see, the land also grieves when it is no longer cared for with affection.
There is also anger in this story. The people were angry that Zacchaeus had taken their land. That anger might also be why the people of the town wouldn’t let him get to the front of the crowd to see Jesus.
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Illustration from Mafa Jesus, Cameroon





The painting from The Mafa Jesus Project in Cameroon was created to illustrate the parable of the rich man who built bigger and bigger barns, but it is also an accurate illustration of what the harvest would have looked like for Zacchaeus. 
Notice all the people bringing wool and rice and heads of grain. These people are probably bringing the harvest from land that they used to own, on which they now work as slaves.
1.Look at the smile on the face of the rich man. What do the faces of the other people in the picture tell you about how they are feeling?
2.Why do you think so many of the people bringing food are women?
3  The rich man has far more food than he can possibly eat. Jesus also tells stories about people who do not have enough food to eat. How does that fit with the Zacchaeus story? 
4  Was Zacchaeus a Mafia Don? 
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Open Letter to Prime Minister Trudeau
As the news of the atrocities in Ukraine unfolds, Canadian oil and gas lobbyists haven't missed a beat. Instead, they’ve been pumping out the dangerous message that now is the time to scale up fossil fuel expansion, using war to fill their coffers. This war is being fueled by oil and gas dependence.  More fossil fuels cannot be our response.  Rather, a just transition away from fossil fuels, to a sustainable economy that leaves no one behind, is needed to address the root causes of war and avoid even more climate catastrophe. If we’re going to drown out the oil and gas lobby's calls to expand fossil fuels, we need to get loud. Civil society organizations across the country have just released an open letter to Trudeau calling on his government to resist the oil and gas industry's demands and instead implement a windfall tax — on soaring oil and gas profits — for a just transition. If we can get thousands of people to sign the open letter too, we can create a wave of pressure to counter oil and gas's push and instead force the government to ensure polluters are paying their fair share. 



	Petition to End Thermal Coal by 2023
Another petition from Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment. You don't have to be a health professional to sign, Thanks to over 30,000 people who came together to demand that Canada ban the export of thermal coal, the federal government committed to doing so by the year 2030. 2030 is too far off. Thermal coal is a huge contributor to climate change. If Canada waits until the end of the decade to impose an export ban, we will miss a critical opportunity to reduce emissions and keep warming below 1.5 C. Two centuries ago, humans began using thermal coal to heat their homes, and today it is used to generate electricity globally. The process of mining, transporting, and burning coal wreaks havoc on the environment, the climate and human health. The recent IPCC report calls for an end to coal and fossil fuels before they destroy the planet. Thermal coal is a dirty, outdated and deceptively cheap energy source that is responsible for more than800,000 premature deathsa year due to air pollution impacts.


	Greenpeace Petition to Protect Biodiversity in Canada
The pandemic taught us that our government can enact sweeping change almost overnight, but only when they feel pressured to do so. Nature destruction is real, and it is happening now, but our politicians perceive it as a remote problem happening “out there” — so they don’t feel compelled to act. What will compel them to act is sustained public pressure. 
People rely on the food, water and climate control that healthy ecosystems support - and must stop ignoring that vital connection as global warming harms forests, coral reefs and other nature, said a top scientist who led work on a new U.N. climate report. As you read this, the last slivers of old growth forests in BC are being logged, northern boreal forests are being doused with poisonous pesticides, and salmon populations are imperiled on both coasts. Science tells us that we must protect nature to limit global warming, yet exploitative industries continue to destroy it with zero regard for Indigenous sovereignty. Corporations get away with this appalling behaviour because Canadian policy protects the polluter.



	Take Action, Sign a Petition | The Rainforest Site, a GreaterGood project
Snow leopards are among an ever-growing list of species threatened by climate change. There are only 4,500 to 7,500 snow leopards left in the wild. According to the World Wildlife Fund, if climate change isn't slowed more than a third of snow leopard territory may become unsuitable for the cats. Protecting snow leopard habitat is the best way to ensure their habitat remains undisturbed by humans and ecologically sustainable. This petition is asking for your support in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change on behalf of the snow leopards.


	URGENT: The proposed plastics ban doesn't go far enough | Oceana
At the end of 2021, the Canadian government released draft regulations for the anticipated single-use plastic ban. This ban has loopholes though, that allow industry to create more harmful single-use plastics and to manufacture and export the plastic items on the ban list.  It will also take another two years for the ban to come into effect. If we wait until 2024, we are condemning approximately 32 billion plastic bags, 6 billion straws, and 1.6 billion take-out containers to be thrown away and end up in our environment. This petition is to the leaders of our country asking them to strength the ban and to implement it in 2022

	Point LePreau Nuclear Power station: Application for unprecedented 25-year licence renewal (currently 5 years). Have your say before March 28th, using information and helpful tools at: https://crednb.ca/participate/ If the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission does not hear from the interested public, it could be 2047 before we next have any say!



	New Draft Radioactive Waste Policy for Canada – open for comment until April 1st
In response to concerns by the International Atomic Energy Association (IAEA), the government has finally developed a draft policy based on consultations over 7 months, i.e., round tables and many written submissions. Council of Canadians and expert-citizen groups feel that the draft policy falls seriously short in numerous ways. Please read and consider signing this letter and sharing it widely. https://canadians.org/nuclear-waste
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	Green Wall

Grandma has found a new green story happening in Africa since 2007. This project is shared by eleven countries in Africa. The call it “The Great Green Wall.”

Grandma feels if she has not heard of some of these green stories, it may be that at least SOME of you have not. What stories do you know that WE have not heard about?

Walls usually are a boundary or blockage to another area. This wall is open, allowing people, animals and even trade to pass through. Take a look at this picture that belongs to https://www.africanexponent.com/post/10937-the-great-green-wall-will-become-the-worlds-largest-living-structure
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That is not a beach on the other side of those trees. It is a desert. A desert that kept pushing in on whatever good land was available for food production.

The Great Green Wall spreads from the Sehel-Seharan region in West Africa to Ethiopia in Eastern Africa. That is an eight thousand km spread.

So, I asked Google how far 8000 km would be from say Charlottetown, PEI. Well, it is 4835 km from the North Pole. That’s only about half the distance

It is only about 5800 km from Newfoundland to BC. That is still not as big as this top third of Africa is wide.

This Green Wall is more than the width of our Canada wide! So, what does it do? What is it?

It is restoring the land to a place where food can be grown. Trees are holding the water and shading gardens. When it is finished, it will restore fifty million hectares of land to garden spaces, providing food security to twenty million people. 

I will give you some links to read the full story at the bottom of my rant for the week. Grandma is the green crusader in her village but what few may know is that food security is at the middle of anything environmental.
Fish cannot live in polluted waters. Gardens do not grow without sunshine, decent soil and water. Environment is the first steppingstone to food security.
Grandma has a dream, many dreams actually, but here is one to share. It would be great if more parishes gave out planting kits. Even twenty kits are going to teach “someone” how to grow food later in life.

It would be even better if there was a community garden in every parish. Maybe a flower box or just a spot to grow beans on the side of a church. When they are ready to harvest, put in sandwich bags at the back of the church during service. I promise they will disappear. 

Maybe there is a soup kitchen where you live. Just PRETEND all parishes grew a bean patch. If everyone was too busy to harvest when they were grown, gather them as dry beans for a supper.

Now pretend DEN promoted a bean patch across Canada. That is still only half the distance of what third world countries are doing in Africa. Let us work for food security right here. The Great Canadian Bean Patch. I like the sound of that. Maybe Africa is giving us a lesson.

Links

https://www.greatgreenwall.org/about-great-green-wall
https://www.birdlife.org/news/2021/11/03/the-great-green-wall-an-epic-plan-to-hold-back-desert-in-africa/?gclid=CjwKCAjwiuuRBhBvEiwAFXKaNMaWfd7SorcUjc-rZ-ZxOoq8xOoV5wMjdGJTQpT1WRPGNokSP_F8AxoCzXwQAvD_BwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xls7K_xFBQ
Africa is not the only place that people are “Greening the Desert”. China has a large project to change poor land into fertile soil. We still have the green. How can we keep it?

Craft work

Our craft work this week is an outdoor activity. I am repeating it from last year, but it is a great spring clean up job. They are called Waddle Fences. Research it on the internet to see how many different ways you can make a waddle fence. I started my uprights last fall so I can add to it as I clean up and prune any trees.
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                       Wattle Fence

Spring to fall, one thing Grandma can be sure of is that there will be a lot of pruning happening in her yard.

For years, twigs and branches were thrown into a swamp area in hopes of building up new land. These days Grandma always has a wattle fence to add to

The hardest part is to find the perfect place for a small fence. Finding the upright poles can be the thicker saplings or in my case my collection of broom and mop handles. I like to make a 20-foot length of space with the uprights every three feet.

All the saplings you prune in your yard then get weaved in between the upright poles to make the fence. Do not worry if you do not have enough to finish the fence at first. Wattle fences grow as you keep cleaning your yard. As the summer progresses so does the height of your fence or the number of fences in your yard. They make a great backdrop for flower beds.

Something to Eat

I asked my friend Pam, what food did she remember from her childhood? After thought, she answered Roll Kuchen (pardon my mispronunciation from German but MY Grandma made it sound like Roll-Cuke-in).

Memories flooded back for me, and I had to make some. My Eastern Nova Scotia friends knew it as Fried Bread or even Skippy Doodle, another mispronunciation of German.

So simple. So easy So good.

Roll Kuchen

Flour, it varies but expect 6-8 cups for a good size batch

2 cups of (cream, sour cream, kefir, yogurt, or plain milk)

2 eggs

4 tsps. of baking powder

Eggs and milk mixture in one bowl

Flour and baking powder in another

Mix together, roll out. 

Use a pizza cutter and make strips about 2 inches wide and 6 inches long

Cut a slit in the middle of each rectangle. Take one end pull it back and then up through the slit to make what we called a kuchen shape.

Get your oil hot and fry till golden brown

Dust with icing sugar and serve with watermelon

Oh! Yumm!

You can always reach Grandma at claudiaazinck@gmail.com till the website gets up again. Till next week, Grandma is sending hugs.
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