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How exciting!
March 2022 is the 10th anniversary of the Diocesan Environment Network! 
A time to celebrate AND a time to focus on the next 10 years. We want you to be part of it.

It’s a special time in our evolution as a network, carrying out God’s call to care for creation.
Let’s come together for a conversation about refreshing DEN and dream new dreams to ensure a long life for both DEN and our planet.
Looking forward to seeing you at our “strategic doing” session on Zoom, Feb. 10 at 7pm. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87231865145?pwd=NkdXRTJweExvQlJ4MVd3TmlRQlRVUT09
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     The Council of Canadians began campaigning against offshore drilling in 2017 and announced that BP and Equinor have abandoned their offshore exploration leases.  read more


	
[image: image5.emf]   ”LENNOX ISLAND, P.E.I. - A pristine chain of islands with white-sand beaches, described as Prince Edward Island's last coastal wilderness, could soon become Canada's next national park” as Ottawa and First Nations sign agreement.

 Read this news here
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   Over the past few months, Greenpeace has teamed up with other civil society organizations and local communities to protest Shell’s plans to conduct seismic blasting along the South African coast. Shell has been ordered to cease seismic blasting. seismic blasting ordered to stop
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Grandmother Birch will be seeking partnerships for garden projects, installations (big and small) and educational opportunities, and ask that you consider how your organisation could benefit from this season's theme of "gardens as numinos space". Grandmother Birch launched the school garden at the Port Hood Education Academy; was an invited guest speaker at several community workshops in Sydney; and appeared as a guest speaker at the community lecture series and tea for seniors in Judique.  In addition, we provided garden nursery stock for numerous forest garden installations and offered consultation services to private landowners.   

This coming year we are looking forward to continuing the important work of providing educational resources as well as making available our plants and trees to individuals and community groups to build ecologically sustainable food forests and permaculture gardens.  In this way, Grandmother Birch remains committed to fostering food security by enhancing biodiversity.   In addition, our theme of "gardens as numinous space" will focus on increasing the understanding that creating spaces of ecological wellness is a sacred act!

Please let me know if you would like to be a part of this exciting work.

Kindest regards,

Ruth Lapp

Grandmother Birch Forest Garden Designs
grandmotherbirch@gmail.com
https://www.grandmotherbirch.com/
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Leadnow is recruiting for an Organizing Manager - if you or someone you know might be a good fit, you can apply here: https://act.leadnow.ca/organizing-manager-hiring-2022/ 

Please share widely :) I’m also happy to answer any questions from you or folks in your networks that are considering applying! claire@leadnow.ca

· Position: Organizing Manager (Parental leave cover)

· Closing date: Monday February 14, 11:59 PM Pacific Time

· Start date: As soon as possible

· Location: Flexible, with preference for Toronto or Vancouver. (Note: we currently have staff based in Toronto, Vancouver, and Victoria, but we are all currently working remotely due to the COVID-19 pandemic).

· Compensation: $64,555.44, plus benefits including paid vacation and sick leaves OR 11% top-up in lieu of benefits. Leadnow is a BCGEU-unionized workplace.
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	 Automotive advertising is getting in the way of our climate goals and our work to protect our environment. It is high time that we stop allowing this influence. As the climate crisis looms as one of the greatest challenges facing humanity, we are being bombarded with ads encouraging us to buy gas-powered vehicles (gas or diesel), particularly SUVs and other light-duty trucks. Despite their environmental impact, Canada has no regulations to govern advertising on gas-powered vehicles. This is a public health and safety issue, just like regulating tobacco advertising was decades ago. To fight the climate crisis, we must reduce supply and demand for SUVs and strengthen vehicle advertising regulations.
Petition to stop advertising of gas powered vehicles

	AXA was hailed as a leader on climate at COP26 last year when it adopted its new progressive oil and gas policy. Nevertheless, hidden beneath the waters of Brazil's western Amazonian coast, the insurer is continuing to insure dirty fossil fuel companies who are intent on ravaging precious ecosystems for petrodollar profits. Brazil’s Atlantic coastlines are some of the world's richest in terms of biodiversity, home to many critically endangered species, such as manatees, dolphins, whales, and sea turtles. But underlying this landscape are massive reserves of oil and gas that have become juicy targets for planet-wrecking companies. And this new report shows AXA is all too keen to insure them, all the while touting its "progressive" oil and gas policy. Petition from SumOfUs


	Stop expansion of oil/gas exploration in Brazil Let's ask Liberty Mutual and Chubb to stop insuring a massive expansion of oil and gas exploration and development in Brazil. This will fuel global climate chaos and harm local Indigenous Peoples, Quilombolas, and fishing communities. These companies by insuring will permit Brazil to expand oil production by up to 70% over the next decade. Brazilians have already experienced horrific impacts from the oil and gas industry. In 2019, an oil spill, considered the largest environmental disaster on Brazil's coast, contaminated the ocean and beaches for over three months. The oil spanned Brazil's waterways, even impacting the country's most iconic marine species. The climate crisis has already hit Brazil with increased drought conditions, enabling over 5 million acres of Brazil’s Amazon Forest to be burned in 2020, forcing Indigenous communities off of their lands. Several of the proposed oil and gas sites would occur in some of the world’s most sensitive ecological sites around the Great Amazon Reef, including a national marine protection zone, and along Brazil’s entire coastline. 

Petition from Rainforest Action Network


	Deep Sea Mining Threat A new threat to life on earth, especially life in the oceans is deep sea mining. It could also release carbon stored in the ocean floor with very bad consequences. To learn more watch this 10 min film and sign the parliamentary petition.

Video on Dangers of Deep Sea Mining 
House of Commons Petition against Deep Sea Mining
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In this week’s gospel, Jesus, good Jew that he is, stands up as is the custom of rabbis, in the synagogue and reads from Isaiah: 
 
18‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
   because he has anointed me
     to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
   and recovery of sight to the blind,
     to let the oppressed go free, 
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’
 
This is one of the first of Jesus’ teaching moments. He reads from scripture about a world where justice reigns.  
 
Whether or not the choice of readings was his, or designated text, I was drawn to the line, “to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” Leviticus may contain all kinds of strange rules and regulations, but it also describes the year of Jubilee, observed every fifty years. 
 
I read: “Jubilee called for the return of all lands to their original owners. It provided for the freedom of indentured servants. The year of Jubilee delivered a message of promise and hope”
calling for fairness, compassion and justice. A different world. 
 
One of my favorite songs is Imagine by John Lennon where John delivers a message of justice and hope as well. Imagine a different world, he sings. 
 
From an environmental context, we should ask ourselves to imagine a world where the air is clean. Where the land, the soil, the trees and all the plants thrive. Where animals experience evolution rather than extinction. Where the oceans, rivers, lakes and streams teem with life. Imagine a world where we are all committed to a healthy planet. To environmental justice.
 
In the gospel, Jesus calls for Jubilee. He reads about a world that experiences the year of the Lord’s favour, Jubilee. Where everyone benefits from that justice. 
 
We all need to be involved in Jubilee, the good news of God, a fair and just world where charity is no longer needed. 
 
Still in the first month of a new year, in a year where the Diocesan Environment Network celebrates its 10th anniversary, might we dare imagine ecological justice and a world transformed. 
 
Will you join us?
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A New Year

Do you make resolutions at your house? We do. I try to make my resolution something that I can work on the whole year through. It is like starting a new habit that you do automatically over time

This year, one resolution is to focus on my wardrobe.

No, Grandma isn’t worried about having the correct fashion name or wearing jeans with holes in them, (In fact, Grandma fights a desire to repair every pair of ripped jeans she sees)

Textiles or fabrics are what our clothes are made from. You know I love my facts so

North Americans, that is Canada and USA together, send 10 million tonnes of clothing to landfills every year.

https://wrwcanada.com/en/get-involved/resources/textiles-themed-resources/textiles-waste-facts
https://rco.on.ca/the-average-person-throws-away-37-kilograms-of-textiles-annually/
That is about 37 kg or 80 pounds of fabric each year per PERSON. Except for the year that I cleaned out my linen cupboard, I don’t believe I came near half of that amount.

What Grandma is doing for her New Year’s resolution has a lot of choices. So she needs to

… Find out what clothes she has and what she needs. I need a yellow top to wear to church with my Beige or tan things. Now I may just buy a top and have it delivered to me. 

If safe, I may go to a thrift store and find it. My favorite thrift store is 

https://missionmart.ca/
They hire people to wash, dry and hang the clothes for their store.

If I still can’t find what I want, there always is making it yourself with a sewing machine. I could find a pattern at a place like 

https://www.stylearc.com/shop/pdf-sewing-patterns/alexi-top-pdf/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAt8WOBhDbARIsANQLp95ReKMyOZM1BebzC9gGsKyb4DcbplJsGXGeWffriss6CqAFaCwppnMaAv3OEALw_wcB
 Find out what I don’t need. What is too small? What don’t I like to wear but keep it “just in case.” What has hung in the closet since before the pandemic, maybe even a decade ago? Gather it up, put it in boxes or bags and take them to a clothing donation box. 

https://halifax.bigbrothersbigsisters.ca/clothing-donations/
Some people know how to put items on a ventage site and sell them. Then you would have money to go buy what you do want.

https://rewear.hm.com/ca-en/women
 Find better ways to store clothes. There are new divided boxes to arrange certain clothes. A different way of folding may give more room. SO much to learn over time and keep updating. I also saw new under-bed boxes that you can make even smaller with a vacuum.

Resolutions were supposed to last an entire year. By then they become a habit. Habit is a hard thing to break so new habits should give you something pleasurable that is the reward for improvement in some area.

You can do one thing this week and nothing for a few weeks. Then try something new again.

I have learned the Marine roll for tee shirts. Having two drawers otherwise known as garden tees and good tees, I first changed everything to the Marine roll. Keeps wrinkles out and packs so small an overstuffed drawer looks a bit empty. 

Secondly, I learned the value of those little tabs on soda cans. Have a blouse on a hanger. Put a tab over the top of the hanger. Now the next blouse hanger hooks into that little loop. You can stack 6-8 blouses together in one vertical space.

That is the start of my resolutions this year. More ideas will cause more re-arrangements. I have a year to play at this, Play is the important word. Choose something you can work on for a year. Research videos, there is no shortage of experts on YouTube. Have fun.

Fabric Book Covers

By this time of year your school binders and not looking as great as in September. Let’s give them a new look with a book or binder cover.

Use what fabric you have but if there is a choice, then choose heavy outdoor fabric, pieces of cotton, or drapery material. Maybe you had a skirt, shirt, or top you were throwing away that can be re-purposed.

Lay your book or binder flat. Add 2 inches to the height and 8 inches to the width of the book or binder

Fold in the side ends a quarter-inch (5 cm) and iron. Sew down the folded edge on each side

With the right side up, lay the book flat on the fabric. Place it in the middle of the material. Place the material inside the covers. Pin together at the binder’s edge. Make sure it fits when closed.

Draw a line where the fabric meets the binder and sew the pockets. Clip the corners so there is less material and bulk on the corners when you turn them right side out.

Iron the end pockets. Line up a hem between the pockets and iron. Insert your binder.

Grandma wanted to make a cover but the holidays sort of took up time. However; I found a very enthusiastic young lady with even more ideas than I had to add to the basic plan above

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tG5TNBdvq3Q
Something to eat

Any turkey in your freezer? Sending along my turkey casserole to finish up that extra turkey from the holidays

Turkey Casserole

In a large bowl mix

2 cups of chopped turkey

1 can mushroom soup

1 can cheddar cheese soup

1 small bag of hash browns or half a large bag (4 cups)

2 cups of veggies (leftovers or frozen mixed)

Salt, pepper, parsley, summer savory

Pour into a baking pan.

Sprinkle shredded cheese on top

Cook at 350 for 35-45 minutes

Wonderful supper that freezes well and loves a salad beside it.

Till next week, Grandma is sending hugs


