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	July 6, 2021

Email: endionspei@gmail.com  Website: nspeidiocese.ca/den
Facebook: Environment Network Diocese of NS & PEI
Welcome to our weekly Enews. The Diocesan Environment Network (DEN) of the Anglican Diocese of NS & PEI, was formed in response to the Fifth Mark of Mission and the latest addition to our Baptismal Covenant which has become our Mission Statement.

“To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth.”
To do this we educate and encourage stewardship through social media and liturgies, connect with other environment groups, pray together, celebrate art with each other and grieve together.
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	Christians around the world are invited to give particular attention to praying for and caring for God’s Creation as part of the global Season of Creation observed from September 1 to October 4 every year. The theme this year is  “A Home for All”. For more information, check out the DEN webpage: https://www.nspeidiocese.ca/pages/den-season-of-creation--288
Or email endionspei@gmail.com
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	Dialogues at Thinker’s Lodge – the next session will be July 14th at 9 pm ADT called Empowering the Rights of Nature Revolution in Atlantic Canada. To register and for more info:

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/dialogues-at-thinkers-lodge-tickets-158644992443?fbclid=IwAR27jCfTXA4oS7AeaWY5uhnSJvA3aTOq5EaxHjpaQU7-9L5xxkQgSO1ZBpQ


	Praying with the DEN Community The last Morning Prayer for the summer will be August 6th at 9:30 by Zoom. To obtain the link, please email endionspei@gmail.com
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	NS Sustainable Development Goals Act Some of us have asked for a workshop to help us contribute to this Act. This is an important opportunity to "have our say". 

Tuesday, July 13th, 7pm on zoom: Joanna Bull from the Ecology Action Centre will conduct a workshop on this Act and help us all make thoughtful and timely responses. Areas to be discussed will include: sustainable prosperity, circular economy, inclusive economy, climate change, clean energy, biodiversity. What do WE want for Nova Scotia? 

To register for the zoom link and password, respond to Eva at: evansae@EastLink.ca
For more information on this process go to: https://cleanfuture.ca/


	The Deanery is again able to offer a number of full Diversity scholarships for our Online  Permaculture Design Certificate  July 13- Oct 26, 2021.  Are you or someone you know interested? https://earthactivisttraining.org/pdcfall21-deaneryproject/
Diversity Scholarships at the Deanery - Earth Activist Training is committed to increasing the diversity of the global permaculture, and regenerative land movements, through scholarships for indigenous people and people of colour working in environmental and food justice areas. With a dedication to social justice, the Deanery Project has diversity scholarships for BIPOC and people from historically marginalized communities. If you are interested in a Diversity Scholarship, or PDC info generally please email: thedeaneryproject@gmail.com  or call 902-845-1888.
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	Extreme Climate Events At least 233 people have died from British Columbia’s record-breaking heat wave — an extreme climate event that gives us a glimpse into a future made worse by burning fossil fuels.  Most Canadians aren’t aware of the billions that go to fossil fuel companies from our public purse, every year. During the pandemic alone, it was more than $1.91 billion — a jump of over 200% from 2019. We need ambitious climate action to prevent extreme climate events like record-smashing heat waves from taking more lives.

https://act.leadnow.ca/cancel-tmx/?utm_source=leadnow&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=blast2021-07-02&source=kicker


	

	Each year Starbucks distributes 6 billion disposable cups around the world. These cups are used once and then end up in landfills or littered. Reusable cups are a clear solution. Health experts have agreed that with hygiene protocols reusables are safe to use during the pandemic. Corporations should take responsibility for the lifecycle of their products and the waste they produce. This petition is asking Starbucks to uphold their green commitments and to lead the industry towards a plastic-free future.
https://act.greenpeace.org/page/63162/petition/1?locale=en-US


	Neonics & Toxicity to Bees The problems facing nature are not able to wait for bureaucracy to catch up! Neonics are insecticides, chemically similar to nicotine, and they are notoriously toxic to bees. They also harm other organisms and this can cause issues in the food chain. Europe banned outdoor use of the three main neonics in 2018 following a risk assessment that confirmed the danger to honeybees and wild bees. Canada proposed phasing out most uses of these neonics, but still has not made a final decision. This campaign needs our help and the bees need our voice to protect them.
https://davidsuzuki.org/action/canada-must-ban-neonics-now/


	Indigenous people have protected ancient forests, rivers, and wetlands for centuries. They are the earth's last line of defence. https://secure.avaaz.org/campaign/en/100_indigenous_land_rights_rb/?bxWDqib&v=134120&cl=18434449016&_checksum=4686912bd69d71df9d375b11b09517fb4376664e2e40742abef8947c17d25ca0
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	This week we are happy to introduce you to Rev. Victoria Byrne who is one of the three DEN Coordinators.
I’m Victoria (Tory) Byrne

I was blessed to grow up in a suburban setting, one with old trees, with homes that seemed to be built around the trees, and where home gardens were common.  Best of all there was a long ridge of totally undeveloped land that seemed totally removed from the sights and sounds of “civilization.”  The need for a canopy of trees, a surrounding of live greenery, the joys and frustrations of growing my own food have stuck with me.  Living at times in the mountains, on a farm, and now my long term home on Nova Scotia’s East coast, the ocean and lakes and rivers have left me with this need for healthy nature, and a fear of its possible disappearance.  Although not usually thought of “living”,   rocks, minerals and geological formations and movement and growth led to a degree in geology.  That led to starting a master’s degree on foraminifera – single cell creatures whose shells were useful in oil exploration.  I studied living creatures in today’s estuarine habitats.  Becoming increasingly aware of the environmental impact of fossil fuels was a gift given to me by early environmentalists.  A move to Halifax meant getting a job- any job, fast.  I ended up in laboratory medicine, solving life-threatening dilemmas, working with people in crisis.  That led back to a long-ago calling (back when “girls can’t do that”) and I went back to school to take up my call to ministry.  And here I am, an Anglican priest, working-retiree, and feeling the spirituality of all aspects of the environment.  Evolution & extinction, eons of orogeny & brief life of a fruit fly, eco-justice & living justly, past-present-future: all bound together.  I have become a part of DEN – the Diocesan Environment Network (Diocese of NS&PEI) because it is an organisation that is “organic”, not too tied up with governance structures and spiritually founded, based, and fed.  I am a big-picture person and the networking approach suits me.  That is why I represent DEN on the Nova Scotia Environment Network, which also ties to hold the many distinct aspects of our environment in productive tension and growth.
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Humanity & Nature.

Tory Imitating a Quakka
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	The Senate voted to pass Bill C-12, Canada’s first-ever climate accountability law.
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	Green Story

This week I want to just show off a few “Good Enviro Stories” I picked up. Talking about green seems often to end up like a “someone’s done something wrong” song. Grandma likes to find all those things people do right. We humans like to copy each other. If we see so and so did this, then, maybe that is a project that would be good for MY church, community group or youth group. Maybe that is something I can do.

Let’s start with a country in Africa called Ghana that in June 2021, this year, organized to plant 5 million trees in one day. This is an outrageous accomplishment. Someone discovered that at the beginning of the last century Ghana had 20 million acres of forests which had been reduced to about 4 million acres. They even pushed to deliver SEVEN million trees around the country before their Planting Day, just to have extras. Besides planting trees in public places people were given trees to plant in their backyard. At least five million trees were planted in one day. Wow!

https://theweek.com/life/good-news/1001536/ghana-fights-deforestation-by-planting-5-million-trees-in-1-day
or

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/video/africa/ghana-plants-5-million-trees-in-one-day-77638
Right here in Nova Scotia we have groups that “work to bring resilience to the community.’ 

Outside Halifax heading to the South Shore is Transition Bay Tantallon. Check out their videos

http://www.transitionbay.ca/about/videos/
What groups do you know of?



	Next bit of news is from my backyard. Again, I had seen them on the internet in a much grander scale but thought “I could do that”. You need a few poles, big planters and some dirt plus whatever seed you want to use. I cut some alder trees, rather skinny in the round. I have a flower garden that got out of control years ago. It didn’t have any plants in about 1/3 of the circle. I whipper snipped the weeds down and laid down the black weed kill. Next, I filled 6 containers with bagged dirt.  The poles were stuck in the pots and lashed together at the top. This is not any fancy lashing, just wrap twine around the top of the poles.  I planted scarlet runner seeds, but plain beans or peas would work as well. This will be my last “planting” for the year but if it grows, I should have pretty scarlet runner flowers for the summer and a good dried beans come fall to make homemade baked beans.
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	CRAFT - Growing a Baby Gia

Gia is another name for our planet Earth. To help understand how the plants on this planet live, consider making a baby planet.

You will need a glass jar, the bigger the better. Gather a few stones and if possible both sand and soil plus a bit of moss if any available, a few plants, or better still a seed or two.

With the jar on its side place a layer of stones, followed by sand and soil. If possible cover the soil with moss putting in a plant or a seed here and there. 

Set the bottle on a windowsill using a couple stones to keep it from rolling off. 

The first day the bottle will fill with a fog. Research what fog is. Learn what is happening to your planet.

The fog will disappear. The plants will thrive. 

Rain will fall inside your biosphere. 

See what is happening inside your baby planet and imagine what is happening on Earth. If a piece of plastic like a lego piece, a small bottle cap or things like paper was placed in your Gia bottle, what would happen to them over time. What would happen to your Baby Planet?

The best part of having a baby planet is in the middle of winter when the snow is heavy and deep. Crack open your bottle and smell summer. Put your hands in the moss and know the seasons will change. Add a little more water and close it up again. 

It will fog up again, rain will fall, and the little planet will continue growing. Having a Baby Planet on your windowsill makes you think GREEN. Oh, be sure to polish the glass now and then so daylight can shine on your planet. I wonder, without a clear glass to bring in sunlight what would happen?
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Grandma’s Gia on the window sill for 7 years:
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	Something to Eat - Homemade Poutine

You will need:

If you are lucky to get cheese curds, great, cut them up in smaller pieces

Really gooey mozzarella cheese

A tin of poutine sauce or a can of gravy with a few spices like Italian seasoning, savory, and a few drops of hot sauce

French fries

We call ours, MOCK POUTINE as it isn’t quite the same as those great chefs in Quebec make.

Bake or fry your French fries.

Throw some on a plate, add curds and/or mozza cheese and zap in a microwave less than a minute to get gooey.

Add hot gravy

We like to have hot dogs with poutine.

SO good!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Nana thought I should add our breakfast. It was our first week back at church so we needed to get out the door early. I had cooked an extra two eggs on Saturday. We toasted those frozen waffles, added a cheese slice and the cooked egg and microwaved 30 seconds. Breakfast and off to Morning Prayer!!!!
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There is so much more to learn about helping our environment. Remember to send any ideas to caz@grandmasgoinggreen.com Till next week, Grandma is sending hugs
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Prayer of St. Francis

Dear Mother earth,
Who day by day unfolds rich blessing on our way,

O Praise God! Alleluia!

The fruits and flowers that verdant grow,
Let them his praise abundant show.

O praise God, O praise God, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

- St. Francis
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